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Our Mission: 
 

 Provide a home for individual 

spiritual search and religious 

development. 

 Serve our community by put-

ting our beliefs into action. 

 Provide religious education for 

all interested members and 

others. 

We Believe in… 

 The inherent worth and dignity 

of every person 

 Justice, equity, and compas-

sion in human relations 

 Acceptance of one another and 

encouragement of spiritual 

growth in our congregations 

 A free and responsible search 

for truth and meaning 

 

 The right of conscience and 

the use of the democratic proc-

ess within our congregations 

and in society at large 

 The goal of a world commu-

nity with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all 

 Respect for the interdependent 

web of all existence of which 

we are a part. 

Compassion in Human Relations 

J ustice, equity, and compassion in human rela-

tions --- one of the principles that forms and in-

forms our community.  Over time we have gradu-

ally begun to express this emphasis on justice in a 

collective manner, building upon long-existing per-

sonal expressions of compassion in voluntary effort 

and charity. 

Significant numbers of our membership and friends 

have donated time at the Manna Soup Kitchen, at 

the Durango Food Bank, for the Salvation Army 

emergency fund bell ringing and now with Habitat 

for Humanity. Our children and youth have set the 

pace for us all on several occasions. (I am sure that 

you will recall other worthy examples.) 

Last August our Social Justice Committee inaugu-

rated the first Sunday „Share the Plate‟, designating 

part of our collection for two local charities, the Du-

rango Food Bank and the Volunteers of America 

shelters. Your response has validated this manner of 

giving. 

Recently, spurred by the initiative of some of our 

families, we arranged to collect donations for earth-

quake relief in Haiti through the UU Service Com-

mittee and the Red Cross.  What is new in these en-

deavors is not the empathy and generosity, but their 

communal nature.  

It is my hope that we can expand this aspect of our 

mission within the nearer and farther communities 

that we participate in, that we can incorporate col-

lective response to human need and social justice 

into our practice.  While we will not replace our in-

dividual and familial practice of charity, there is a 

certain added meaning in doing this together. 

We welcome your input to the Social Justice Com-

mittee, to the Board of Trustees, to the officers, as 

we pursue our collective mission to our „neighbors.‟ 

Brooks 

Tai chi quan at Bowman Hall  

N ew for 2010! Tai chi quan at Bowman Hall by 

Dancing Heron Taiqiquan, Tuesdays from 

6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. The fee is $10.00 per class and 

a portion of any UU member's fee will go to the Fel-

lowship. Beginners are welcome at any time. Tai chi 

quan has proved effective for improving balance, 

strengthening bone density, helping with diabetes 

and overall well being. Dawenwalker, a.k.a.Mary 

Jane Ward, has been an instructor for 15 years and 

has studied with several Grandmasters. 

Dawenwalker 
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Featured UU Principle:  The goal of world com-

munity with peace, liberty, and justice for all. 

February 7 

Engineers Without Borders at FLC: Students 

learning to make a difference in the lives of real 

people in need —Roland Constable 

EWB-FLC, an all-volunteer student organization, 

has been working since 2005 to improve the lives of 

economically impoverished, rural agricultural com-

munities in Thailand, Ecuador, and Laos.  Their 

goal is to improve people‟s health.  As a result of 

their efforts over1800 people have clean drinking 

water and improved health today—and that number 

is growing each year “one village at a time.”   

Roland (Rolly) Constable has taught writing at Fort 

Lewis College since 2006.  Along with his wife, 

FLC Engineering Professor and EWB Co-Director 

Dr. Laurie Williams, he has been a faculty advisor 

and Professional Partner in EWB-FLC since that 

time and has travelled every year with students on 

trips to Thailand, Ecuador, and Laos.  He states that 

working with EWB has made him realize “…how 

fortunate I am; how much I have to give; and how 

much I have received by giving.” 

February 14 

More Love—Rev. John Lloyd 

What is it that draws people together to form a reli-

gious community? What is it that we build there and 

find there that is distinct from our personal worship 

or the joy of meditation in nature?  There is an as-

pect of humanity that is an aspect of God. When this 

relationship is made conscious it is made visible. 

When we come together to worship God we find 

him in the radiance of those around us.   This Sun-

day service will take the form of the Universal Wor-

ship where we acknowledge inner truth of all reli-

gious traditions and the divine light that spreads 

from the lineage of the masters, saints and prophets 

to illuminate our hearts.  

Reverend John Lloyd is an ordained Cherag and 

spiritual guide in The Sufi Order International. Rev. 

Lloyd's background includes twenty-five years of 

spiritual practice, religious pilgrimages and training 

in chaplaincy. 

February 21 

Community and Faith: A look at the connections 

we value—Ann Butler 

While wearing the hats of Neighbors columnist, 

obituary writer and religion editor for The Durango 

Herald, Durango native Ann Butler has learned the 

fabric of La Plata County.  Her talk will focus on 

the many facets of human interaction seen locally 

and why feeling connected to this vital community 

means so much to those who live here.  

While her background and work experience are in 

the field of international business, Ann Butler has 

recreated her life as a journalist and amateur histo-

rian in the past decade with her work at The Du-

rango Herald. She also frequently offers courses on 

memoir writing and the history and culture of Du-

rango through the Continuing Education Program at 

Fort Lewis College. 

February 28 

Resting in Receptive Awareness: A Meander 

through Buddha's Teachings— Katherine Barr 

As Buddhism comes to the West, are Buddha's an-

cient Teachings relevant?  Can these Teachings 

speak to the modern Western mind? What is the em-

bodied experience of Buddha's Teachings for us in 

the West?  

Katherine has been practicing Buddhist Vipassana 

meditation for 15 years.  She serves on the Commu-

nity Dharma Leader Council of the Durango 

Dharma Center where she teaches meditation  

classes, Dharma study programs and daylong re-

treats.  Katherine also teaches meditation in the 

greater Durango community and is interested in 

ecumenical outreach. 

 

 

Upcoming Services for February 2010 



Religious Education Happenings 

3rd-5th Grade Class:  
 

This class is now being taught by Vanessa Self and 

Tara Frazer, with assistance by Amy Hagart.  Thanks 

to Paul M. for his great work with the kids as a 

teacher on rotation during the past couple of years. 

He will be stepping to the side for awhile and will be 

gearing up to co-lead the OWL class that will be 

starting in the spring.  In our class, we will be start-

ing a new curriculum that explores the 7 princi-

ples.  Currently, we are studying the first principle, 

that everyone is unique and valuable.  To learn about 

this principle, we will be playing a UU board game 

and kids will also have the opportunity to share this 

principle with everyone in Bowman Hall by passing 

out "UU fortunes."  Look for these special messages. 

 

K-2nd Class: 

Tom Hafnor and Ceci McQuinn continue to team 

teach this class. We finished our exploration of Islam 

right after the New Year and are in the middle of 

Buddhism right now. We will be finishing that in the 

early part of February.  We have a regular group of 

about 6 kids and are really ready to be able to play 

outside again soon!  

Preschool/Infant/Toddler/Childcare: 

Our new preschool teacher and childcare providers 

are Melissa and Karla.  Penney has stepped aside 

because she works at DMR during ski season. A big 

thank you to Penney for her service and another big 

thank you to Melissa and Karla for stepping into this 

role at this time.  The preschool/toddler class will 

continue to explore UU values through stories, 

crafts, and playtime.   

Its Mystery Buddy Time!    

Mystery Buddy Gift/Clue exchange will take place 

on 2/7 and the BIG reveal will take place on 2/14 

ð donõt forget to bring your favorite potluck dish 

to share!  

  

Our Whole Lives Facilitators training is coming 

up in April in Lafayette, CO - April 16 -18th  

We would love to see 2 -4 interested people 

go.  The fellowship will pay the registration costs, 

you will most likely have free home stay lodging, 

and you will experience a top - notch training ex-

perience!   In return you are asked to team up 

with another trained facilitator to lead a course 

for the UU kids next year or the following 

year.  Please call Vanessa at 759-4913 if you 

would like to learn more.    

  

To be thinking about:  

Ceci McQuinn has served as the  Religious Educa-

tion liaison to the UUFD Board of Trustees for 

the past two years.   She will be passing that hat 

at the end of her term this year.   If you would 

like to nominate yourself or someone you know to 

serve in that board position, or if you would like 

more information, please contact Vanessa.  

  

Safety Reminders:  

Infants, toddlers, preschoolers and students in K

-2nd grades  need to  be under the direct supervi-

sion of a teacher or a parent/caregiver while 

on fellowship property.   Classes are dismissed at 

11:30 and any children not picked up by a par-

ent  at that time will be transitioned into the care 

of the childcare provider on duty until Noon. This 

service is offered as a courtesy for any adults 

who wish to participate in the discussion following 

the regular service or who are otherwise engaged 

after the service. All children need to be picked 

up by their parents by Noon .   

  

Students in the 3 -5th grade may be dismissed 

from their classroom at 11:30 and are expected 

to find their parents, remain on fellowship prop-

erty, avoid crossing the streets, and treat what 

ever space they choose to be in with re-

spect.   (Many like to go to the Youth Room in 

Bowman Hall.  This will continue to be allowed as 

long as students conduct themselves appropri-

ately and ensure that the room is left 
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clean.)  Please talk to your 3 - 5th grade stu-

dents about these expectation.  Our goal is to 

ensure that the Fellowship Community is safe and 

fun for all!!!  

  

Warmly,  
Vanessa Self 

UUFD Director of Religious Education    

 

Let’s celebrate with a Chinese-and-

Chocolate potluck in February 

Sunday, February 14 is a day with several reasons 

for celebration. It is St. Valentine‟s Day in the West-

ern Christian tradition. For the Chinese, it is New 

Year‟s Day ushering in the Year of the Tiger.  And 

for UUFD it‟s the big Mystery Buddy Reveal. All of 

this calls for celebration, so let‟s have a Chinese-and

- Chocolate potluck. Bring a Chinese dish to share 

after services. The Hospitality Committee will pro-

vide chocolate candy, and Bowman Hall will be set 

up with a special section reserved for the Mystery 

Buddies. 

Let everyone know that you will help with the Cof-

fee Social Time following Sunday services by sign-

ing up on the white board located to the left of the 

coffee service counter. Helpers for set-up and clean-

up are needed on every Sunday in February. Extra 

helpers are needed on Sunday, February 14, for the 

Chinese-and-Chocolate Potluck. All who enjoy our 

Coffee Social Time will appreciate your efforts. 

Thanks to those who helped with the Coffee Social 

Time in December and January: Kathleen Adams, 

J.J. Jennings, Teresa Jordan, Maureen Maliszewski, 

Margie Padgett, Kathy Redford, Norbert Schwartz 

and Betty Schwartz-Bozeman, and Brooks & Janice 

Taylor. Thanks to Teresa Jordan and Janice Taylor 

for crafting the paper pines that have graced the ta-

bles in Bowman Hall during December and January. 

Thanks, also, to J.J. Jennings, Teresa Jordan, Mau-

reen Maliszewski, and Kathy Redford for participat-

ing in the baking session and freezing goodies for 

future Coffee Social Times. Thanks to everyone who 

has contributed to our Sunday table of munchies. 

Teresa Jordan and Kathy Redford 

Hospitality Committee Co-Chairs 

March Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the March UUFD newsletter will be 

Wednesday, February 24.  Please keep formatting to 

a minimum as Microsoft Publisher, the software I 

use for the newsletter, changes all the formatting  

when your material is copied into the newsletter.  

Thanks.       Ron 

 

Thoughts for the Day 

A civilization is not conquered from without until it 

has destroyed itself within. 

Will Durant 

The ideal society is not a choir singing in unison, but 

a symphony playing in harmony. 

Peter Gay 

If you think the world is all wrong, remember that it 

contains people like you. 

Henry H. Saunderson 

Behold how good and pleasant it is for brethren to 

dwell together in unity. 

Psalms 133:1 

A civilization is to be judged by its treatment of mi-

norities. 

Mohandas K. Gandhi 

 

Hear the Tenor Sing 

The third presentation in the UUFD 2009-2010 Re-

cital Series will feature Andrew Homburg, tenor, as-

sisted by Marilyn Garst, piano, on Friday, Feb. 5 at 

7:00 PM at the church.  Dr. Homburg is a visiting 

instructor of vocal music at Fort Lewis College and 

conducts the choir at the First United Methodist 

Church.  The program, referred to as “Par Consortio” 

or equal partnership, is truly voice and piano cham-

ber music.  The program will include works by Mo-

zart, Lalo, Schubert, Vaughan Williams and Fauré. 

Marilyn Garst 

UUFD Music Director 



Art Show 

at UUFD Bowman Hall March 28 to May 30, 2010 

What is Your Calling as a person whoôs deeds 
speak louder than words ever will ? 

What do you do as a Social Activist? One person says partici-

pating in the politics of my country, someone else says creating sanctuary fellowship, supporting the arts, 
serving at the soup kitchen, for another it is the quiet of nature they wish to protecté. 

go with your friend, go with children, sit alone, think about this, and then create. 

Who  is Eligible? Artists in all Media 

Artists of all Ages who are members or friends of UUFD 

WHEN  

How to enter?  Fill out the form below and bring your art work to UUFD on 
March 28th. 

To make other arrangements, plan to have your work brought in by a friend. 

Volunteers are needed to help hang the art show. 

Ask Margaret P. or Allyson A. 

Please have artwork (photos or paintings) framed and ready to hang with hangers or 
wire backing. Quilters or others may bring appropriate hangers. 

Poetry will be accepted in large font,  but please keep your own copy. Note: Your 
shorter works are most likely to be read in an open show. 

Every effort should be made by everyone to take care that the show 
is in proper form throughout these two months. 

Pick up your art work on May 30th. Do not re-
move your art prior to this date without in-

forming Margaret Pacheco at 759 -5246. 
Please complete the form on the next page.  
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ENTRY FORM 

        Keep the above information in a convenient location. 

        Place your name, address and phone number on the back of your entry in a 
legible manner. 

        Frame your entry. Inexpensive frames are acceptable. Exception is for poetry 
which is accepted in a folder or cellulose cover. 

        Name _____________________________________ 

        Address_________________________________________________ 

        Phone number________________   e-mail____________________ 

        Name of art work_________________________________________  

 Media ___________________________________________________ 

        Entry Fee is a donation to UUFD (fill in amount)  ______________ 

        Price of work for sale ___________ 

 Amount you would like to donate to UUFD if your work sells __________ 

 

        For Musical Entries Please call 759 -5246 immediately to reserve a 
space. 

 

 

Margaret Pacheco 

Inquire about art work at the above phone number.  4Ï ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ Á ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÎÄȟ 
please ask for a contract, and I will send a painting after your payments have been 
made by the end of the year.  

                                                  


