
Unitarian Universalist Notes 
A monthly publication (except July/August) of the Unitarian Universalist Fellow-

ship of Durango, CO  419 San Juan Drive, Durango, Colorado 81301 

Phone: 970-247-1004, Web: durangouu.org, Email: durangouu@yahoo.com 

Our Mission: 
 

 Provide a home for individual 

spiritual search and religious 

development. 

 Serve our community by put-

ting our beliefs into action. 

 Provide religious education for 

all interested members and 

others. 

We Believe in… 

 The inherent worth and dignity 

of every person 

 Justice, equity, and compas-

sion in human relations 

 Acceptance of one another and 

encouragement of spiritual 

growth in our congregations 

 A free and responsible search 

for truth and meaning 

 

 The right of conscience and 

the use of the democratic proc-

ess within our congregations 

and in society at large 

 The goal of a world commu-

nity with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all 

 Respect for the interdependent 

web of all existence of which 

we are a part. 

March 2010         

UUFD Long-Range Plan to be Updated 

It hasn’t been uppermost in your minds, but a small 

group of members has been working to revise and 

update the UUFD Long-Range Plan.  Our original 

effort is now two and a half years old, many of its 

objectives have been completed and others have 

been modified or expanded.  If the challenges and 

opportunities of the past three years are indicators of 

the future, a LRP 2010-2014 ought to aid us in future 

decision-making. 

The LRP group has received input from the chairper-

sons of committees, the Board of Trustees, and the 

membership through the recent priority survey.  

Such suggestions as the need for office management, 

further payment on our mortgage debt, adult educa-

tion programming, community interfaith connec-

tions, and the Welcoming Congregation initiative 

(and many others) will be considered for inclusion. 

We hope that by early April a draft of the LRP 2010-

2014 will be available for review by our committees 

and members.  A final version should be ready for 

the Annual Business Meeting on May 16, for adop-

tion by the Fellowship.                    Brooks 

Last Recital in 2009-10 Series to Feature 

Douglas Owens 

As some of you know, Peter Ulffers, French horn 

player in Albuquerque, had to cancel his appearance 

on April 9 for very understandable professional rea-

sons.  I am pleased, however, to announce a substitu-

tion.  Douglas Owens, Assistant Professor of Music 

and Ft. Lewis College, will present a recital of music 

for oboe and bassoon; I will assist him on the piano.  

The program will include works by Handel, Rach-

maninoff, Piston, Bozza and others.     Marilyn 

  

 

Thoughts for the Day 

“Each man is as much an inhabitant of the earth as 

he is of his country.”      Hannah Arendt 

 

“Man was not created to preside over all other crea-

tures, but to live in harmony with them.”  

      Ashley Montagu 

Quotes do not reflect modern usage regarding gender.  
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March 2010 UUFD Services 

Featured UU Principle:  Respect for the interde-

pendent web of all existence of which we are a 

part. 

March 7 

Compassion—Ellen Valentine and Spring 

Lea Henry 

Our speaker will explore the featured UU 7th princi-

ple from the perspective of Compassion.  She will 

point out how the other six principles all culminate 

in the 7th, and how if you practice the other six you 

end up following the 7th by default.  

Ellen M. Valentine has been a UU for over 20 years. 

Currently she is a member at Boulder Valley UU 

Fellowship and is attending Iliff School of Theology 

in Denver.  She is married and has a daughter, Lydia 

who is three.  She loves hiking, camping and writ-

ing.  Spring Lea Henry, who will assist in the ser-

vice, has been a member at Prairie UU Church in 

Parker, CO, for 8 years.  She regularly helps out 

with lay-led services at Prairie.  Her passions in-

clude the written word, drumming, mermaids, and 

her family of one husband, one rabbit, and three 

hedgehogs. 

March 14 

Child Dedication—Vanessa Self 

During this traditional UU service, all the children 

in our fellowship and those around the world will be 

honored. The congregation will be asked to rededi-

cate itself to nurturing the "divine spark" that is 

within every child and within each of us.  It is also a 

time when children who are new to the fellowship 

or who have been recently born are given the oppor-

tunity to be officially welcomed.  The entire congre-

gation, including the children present, will be asked 

to participate in some of the early elements of the 

service, then the children will be released to their 

religious education classes as usual, and a short ser-

mon about UU philosophy in regards to children 

will be presented by Vanessa Self, Director of 

UUFD Religious Education.  

March 21 

Belief—Peter Tregillus 

Is belief just an irrational opinion?  A statement of 

personal values?  A guiding framework describing 

the universe?  Do we need beliefs, or can we oper-

ate without them? 

Peter Tregillus attended his first UU function at the 

age of 7 and has been attending Durango UU Fel-

lowship meetings regularly since 1998.  He comes 

from a family that highly values rationality, but has 

taken periodic excursions into realms of experience 

where rationality can sometimes take a back seat. 

March 28 

Dealing with Life's Irrationalities—Rev. 

Jim Grant 

Rev. Grant will share his understanding of the real-

ity that life isn't always fair; bad things really do 

happen to good people. Rev. Grant will also suggest 

how we may respond to life's irrationalities.  

The Reverend Jim Grant is a retired UU Minister 

who has been Interim or Consulting Minister with 

ten UU Congregations.  Betty Grant is a storyteller 

and retired early childhood educator.  Jim is pres-

ently Interim Minister of the UU Congregation of 

Santa Fe.   

Equal Exchange product sales for 2009 

 UUFD is happy to sell Equal Exchange products 

that can make a difference to small farmers, and 

small farm co-ops in a wide variety of poor areas in 

the world.  (See the map of locations on the Equal 

Exchange table in Bowman Hall.)  The value of the 

products sold in the year 2009 is $2189.10.  Thanks 

for buying Fairly Traded items with us. 

 This is a UU Service Committee project.  Any 

profit has been used to purchase the coffee, and 

some tea and cocoa, for use during  “Coffee time” 

after the service on Sundays for the entire year. 

 Many thanks to Maureen Maliszewski and Karen 

Roberts for helping sell the products; and to Don 

Hayes for his help as treasurer. Janice Taylor 
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 Notes from the D.R.E.                                                                                      Vanessa Self: 970-884-9090 

Prayer: from “Traditions with a Wink” by Kate Tweedie Erslev 

“The UU Approach to prayer reflects the ambivalence with which we view tradition.  On one hand, we find 

repetitious prayer can be mindless or worse, hypocritical, when the meaning is lost.  We find prayer had 

been used in the past to discourage change and questioning.  Once, in many public schools, the Lord’s 

prayer was recited every morning along with the Pledge of Allegiance. UU’s are among the groups who 

encourage separation of church and state.  Yet, we don’t want to lose the power of prayer to focus our 

thoughts, to comfort us, and to help us connect with God, our spiritual place, Sacred Mystery, Ultimate Re-

ality, or whichever terms help us.  Prayer is a spiritual tool that is used in every religion.  We need it in our 

faith; too…There are several kinds of prayers.  We don’t expect prayers to change things by themselves, 

like "Please give me a new bicycle God."  Instead, we know that people change things, and that prayers 

change people.  A prayer can be simply silence, it can be meditation.  One UU minister, when asked about a 

prayer at bedtime, suggested a prayer that includes one thing that you are thankful for, one thing that you 

are sorry for, and one thing that you are hopeful for.” 

How do you feel about prayer?  

Consider this:  

Bedtime Prayer Thoughts for UU Kids (and You!): 

Think of the things you are THANKFUL for today. 

Think of something you feel SORRY that you said or did, and  

any way you can make it right. 

Think about something you HOPE will happen, and any way you 

can help it to happen. 

Think about being in a PLACE of BEAUTY or a FAVORITE 

place where you feel safe and good. 

Think about the people you love and their love for you. 

See each person’s face in your mind. 

Give them a goodnight smile!  

 

Religious Education Calendar – March  

3/14 - Child Dedication Service - R.E. classes will be in session as usual 

3/17 (subject to change) Religious Education Meeting 5:45 Bowman Hall  

3/21- Vanessa will take 5th and 6th graders + to Durango Joe's (depending on attendance)  

3/28- Chapel4U- Children's Chapel service (K-6) ****Theme: Respect for the Interdependent Web of all 

existence 

 Upcoming Events:  

3/14 – Child Dedication Ceremony – If you and your children are new to the fellowship or have a “new 

addition” in your family, this Ceremony is for you! Please contact Vanessa Self if you would like to partici-

pate in a Naming or Child Dedication ceremony. R.E. classes will be held as usual following the ceremony 

(which will take place at the beginning of the service.) 



 Unitarian Universalist Notes          Page 4 

3/21 – Bags of Recycled Easter Eggs (from prior year egg hunts) will be passed out to ALL – please plan to 

get some to fill and bring back next week 

3/28 – Please bring your filled eggs back today so we have time to hide them for the big Egg Hunt next 

week. 

4/4 – Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Service – Be ready for some fun at the Annual Easter Egg Hunt ! If 

you did not return the recycled Easter eggs last week,  please bring them today.  We ask that anyone and 

everyone fills the eggs with small individually wrapped candies/toys/ ???,  and brings them back so we can 

hide them (and find them!) again this year. 

4/8 Our Whole Lives: Mandatory Parent/Student Orientation Meeting 

 If you are the parent or guardian of a 1st or 2nd grade student, you should expect to receive a regis-

tration form via mail and email.  If you do not receive this information, but want to register, please contact 

Vanessa ï 970-759-4913 ASAP.   

5/9- Multigenerational Flower Communion- All Ages are WELCOME and ENCOURAGED to attend. 

The service takes place in the sanctuary and ALL AGES celebrate together for the duration of this multi-

generational service. There will be NO CLASSES K-5th (Preschool and Nursery will be combined with 

childcare provided.) 

5/31- Last Day of Regular R.E. classes-  ―Summer Sundays‖ program begins. If you would be inter-

ested in leading Summer Sundays on a regular basis – this is a paid position – up to $40/Sunday- please let 

Vanessa know – uufd_re@live.com 

We hope to see lots of children and families through the summer.  

 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

Vanessa Self:                                                                               uufd_re@live.com  or 970-884-9090 

We have new arrivals—paper, not people!   

Our expanded order of new pamphlets and the Wel-

come booklets have arrived.  Do take some time to 

browse at the welcome table in the back of the sanc-

tuary, north side. 

Please welcome new member Connie Jacobs, who 

joined our Fellowship in January.  Connie has been 

attending our services since last summer.  We hope 

to have some biographical information about her in a 

future newsletter. 

Meanwhile, if you have been attending our services 

for a while and find you like our approach to relig-

ion, please do not hesitate to inquire about member-

ship.  We’ll try to answer your questions and explain 

what is or is not expected of members.  We won’t 

pressure you, but we do want you to make an in-

formed decision.  You may speak with membership 

committee members Lois Carpenter, Melissa Lopez 

or Kathy Redford or with our congregation’s presi-

dent, Brooks Taylor or any member of the board.  

Lois may be reached at 884-9722 or Lcar-

pen557@aol.com.     Lois 

 

Deadline for the April Newsletter 

If you wish to put something in the April newsletter, 

please get it to me by 5:00 PM Sunday, March 28.  

You may send it to me at rdgarst@durango.net. 

      Ron 

 

Spring Forward 

Daylight Saving Time begins on March 14, so don’t 

forget to spring forward by one hour.   

mailto:uufd_re@live.com
mailto:uufd_re@live.com
mailto:Lcarpen557@aol.com
mailto:Lcarpen557@aol.com
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Art Show at UUFD Bowman Hall March 28 to May 30, 2010 

What is Your Calling as a person whoôs  

deeds speak louder than words ever will ? 

What do you do as a Social Activist? One person says participating in the politics 

of my country, someone else says creating sanctuary fellowship, supporting the arts, serving at the soup 

kitchen, for another it is the quiet of nature they wish to protecté. 

go with your friend, go with children, sit alone, think about this, and then create. 

Who  is Eligible? Artists in all Media 

Artists of all Ages who are members or friends of UUFD 

WHEN  

How to enter?  Fill out the form below and bring your art work to UUFD on March 28th. 

To make other arrangements, plan to have your work brought in by a friend. 

Volunteers are needed to help hang the art show. 

Ask Margaret Pacheco or Allyson Anderson 

Please have artwork (photos or paintings) framed and ready to hang with hangers or 

wire backing. Quilters or others may bring appropriate hangers. 

Poetry will be accepted in large font,  but please keep your own copy. Note: Your 

shorter works are most likely to be read in an open show. 

Every effort should be made by everyone to take care that the show 
is in proper form throughout these two months. 

!Î ÁÒÔÉÓÔȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ !ÐÒÉÌ ίζ 
11:30 to 1:00 in Bowman Hall.  Bring an appetizer.  

Pick up your art work on May 30th. Do not remove your 
art prior to this date without informing Margaret 

Pacheco at 759-5246. 

Please complete the form on the next page.  
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ENTRY FORM 

        Keep the above information in a convenient location. 

        Place your name, address and phone number on the back of your entry in a 

legible manner. 

        Frame your entry. Inexpensive frames are acceptable. Exception is for poetry 

which is accepted in a folder or cellulose cover. 

        Name __________________________________________________ 

        Address_________________________________________________ 

        Phone number___________________________________________    

 e-mail___________________________________________________ 

        Name of art work_________________________________________  

 Media ___________________________________________________ 

        Entry Fee is a donation to UUFD (fill in amount)  ______________ 

        Price of work if it is for sale ______________________________________ 

 Amount you would like to donate to UUFD if your work sells __________ 

 

        For Musical Entries Please call 759 -5246 immediately to reserve a 

space. 

 

 

 


