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Open Letter to SW Colorado UU-Cluster
Partners from President Brooks Taylor

December 15,2009

Pam Kircher, Pagosa Sprlngs
Jan Oen, Alamosa

Kimberley Williams, Farmington
Dear Friends: .

Since the presentation by the Mountain Desert Dis-
trict of the Cluster Shared Ministry proposal in Sep-
tember, the Durango Fellowship and its Board of
Trustees has devoted much effort to educatlon and,
consideration of the matter. :

We have provided detailed explanations in our’
monthly newsletter over the past three months,
hosted dialogue sessions, and participated in many
informal conversations with members and friends.
Lastly, we have conducted a priority survey of the
Fellowship, placing this specific proposition in the
context of several. near term issues. We have at- -
tempted to keep you all updated on our process
here. :

Based upon our extensive interactions, the UU Fel-
lowship of Durango through its elected Board has
decided not to further participate in negotiations for

the Cluster Shared Ministry.
Indeed, the membership has indicated that its cur

rent higher priorities are part-time administrative/
facilities management, payment toward the existing
property mortgage, expansion of religious educa-
tion, and increased social justice involvement.
While the general sense of the Fellowship did not
support the Cluster proposal, we did obtain valuable |-
information for our planning endeavors, this being
our first such assessment of needs since our reloca-
tion to San Juan Drive.

We do expect that our redraft of the Long Range
Pland covering the next five yearsd in the spring of |
2010 will reflect these expressed aspirations, and -
that a part-time minister will find its appropriate
place in that document.

The Board of Trustees does propose pursuit of
closer interaction with our Cluster colleagues, espe-
cially regarding the issues of Sunday service speak-
ers, social issues, and congregational or leadership
training. Two immediately potential areas are the
Welcoming Congregation Initiative and church se-
curity; in these and others, we anticipate the benefits |
of sharing knowledgeable resources will be obvious
to all.

(Continued on page?)

Our Mission:

e Provide a home for individual
spiritual search and religious
development.

e Serve our community by put-
ting our beliefs into action.

e Provide religious education for
all interested members and
others.

We Belleve In... .

o The inherent worth and dignity
of every person
Justice, equity, and compas-
sion in human relations *
Acceptance of one another and
encouragement of spiritual
growth in our congregations °
e A free and responsible search

for truth and meaning

The right of conscience and
the use of the democratic proc- |
ess within our congregations
and in society at large

The goal of a world commu-
nity with peace, liberty, and
justice for all

Respect for the interdependent |
web of all existence of which
we are a part.
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As it is our intent to publish this letter to our Fel-
lowship through the January newsletter, I will per-
sonally thank those individuals who offered time
and thought to this process. In particular, we are -
indebted to those in our UUFD who attended the
session in Pagosa Springs where the proposal was
introduced, those who wrote or edited articles of
explanation, those who prepared and compiled the
survey, those who offered extensive and carefully
considered observations.

We will appreciate greatly your respectful consid- -
eration of our décision, and will look forward to
growing and productive-relationships in other -
shared interests in the future.

On behalf of the Board and Fellowship, I am cor-
dially,

B. Brooks Taylor, President, Board of Trustees,
UUFD o '

Brooks

Cc: Rev. Nancy Bowen, District Executive, MDD
Board of Trustees

Exciting Times for Religious Education

Hgllo Families and Friends of the UUFD R.E. Pro—
gram, : :

As we say goodbye to 2009, I hope to hear from
many of you about ideas and activities you want to
see happen at the UU Fellowship of Durango during
2010, as well as your feedback about what you al-
ready love and want to keep the same.

There will be a Religious Education committee
gathering this month and ALL are invited and én-
couraged to attend. The more voices we hear from,
the more exceptional our programming becomes.
During all these winter snow storms I hope you will
Brainstorm, Brainstorm, Brainstorm!

Please keep in mind that Religious Education
classes and programs are not limited to children
and families. If anyone is interested in joining or
leading an R.E. class, a parenting class, or if you
have something else in mind altogether, please

call Vaﬁessa today!
Opportunities:

Snack Team Coordinator: Tara Frazer did a beau-
tiful job of ensuring that there were always snack
items available in'the R.E. classes, but as Tara has
also taken on the role of team teacher for the 3™-5™"
grade class, [ would like to see the role of Snack
Team Coordinator go to someone else for the sec-
ond half of the year.

R.E. Classroom Teachers: We have had some
amazingly dedicated teachers this year, but we
really need people to consider stepping into the role

of teaching especially as some of the people we de- |

pend on during the fall are not available during the
ski season.

Child Care Provider: Could you use an extra $120
-$150/month? If so, please consider becoming the
lead child care provider. Duties include greeting
families with young children, providing UU related
stories, crafts, and activities and supervising chil-
dren. Position open effective immediately. Please
contact Vanessa for complete job description and
application materials.

Special Announcement: After the holidays many
families begin to feel a pinch in their pocketbooks.
Whether you just want te make your dollar go fa-
ther, want to help ‘someone in need, or live on a

tight budget yourself, Share Colorado might be just :
00K il

what youodbve been |
tion please visit www.sharecolordo.com

What is SHARE?

The goal of SHARE is to help families save about
50% on their groceries, while encouraging the
building of relationships with their neighbors in the

community. There are no qualifications...if you eat, ' |

you qualify.
Upcoming Events:
January

17™Durango Joeds Co

YOUTH Group
- TBA Bowman Hall 'I'I R.E. Committee

Meeting ~ All R.E. Teachers, please plan
to attend!

(Continued on paged)
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24™10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.: Chapel4U

****Theme: The Right of Conscience and
the use of the democratic process within our
congregations and in society at large.

MYSTERY BUDDDY KICK OFF T Jan.
24™ 2010 ~ Adults, Youth, and Children
who wish to participate should plan to
sign up today!

February
7t Mystery Buddy Gift Exchange
14™- Mystery Buddy Brunch and Reveal

17"- 5:30,'Bowman Hall i R.E. Committee
Meeting

21"-Durango Joeds

YOUTH Group
28™-10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.: Chapel4U

*##%Theme: The goal of world'commun,ity
with peace, liberty, and justice for all

Vanessa Self: 970-884-9090
Director of Religious Education

January 2010 UUFD Services

January 3
Fate, Chance, and/or Destmy6 Judith Reynolds

Has chance played a role in your life? Do you be-
lieve in Fate? What is your destiny? These are
merely three of the many questions Reynolds will
raise to help us set a course for 2010.

Judith Reynolds, a member of the Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship of Durango, is a prominent jour-
nalist and author, and a frequent speaker at UUFD.
January 10

Behold, It's Coyote: A Modern Tale of the Native
Trickster Deityd Sharon and Don Gordon

The program will'feature a coyote tale by UU Santa
Fe Reverend Webster Kitchel. His sermons abeut
coyote, which he called "God's Dog," are a modern
take on an ancient and much revered native deity.

Cof fLew1s Cogege c%]rrently Serves as president

Reverend Kitchel passed away last year in Santa Fe,
his last of several ministries. He visited the Durango
Fellowship in the 1990s to do sermons, attend our
summer retreat, and. provide us with his marvelous
dry humor and good fellowship. We honor his
memofy by doing one of his éoyote stories.

UUFD members Sharon and Don Gordon are long-
time influential members of the Durango commu-
nity. Sharondés cr.edits i
AAUW; past Vice President/Program Chair for
UUFD; and, current Secretary of the local Colorado
School and Public Retirement Assomatlon :
(CSPERA) for La Plata County. Don, a professor
emeritus in the Anthropology Department at Fort

of CSPERA. Together Sharon and Don
were founding members of Durango Natural Foods.

January 17
Rev. Nancy Bowen

The Reverend Nancy Bowen, District Executive of
the Mountain Desert District of the UU Association
of Congregations, will be visiting Durango for the
MDD Cluster meeting and will speak at UUFD' Sun-
day Services. Her topic will be announced later.

January 24
Living and Deathd Dr. Mary Katherine

Dr. Katherine incorporates humor in her talk dealing
with death in an attempt to make people begin to
appreciate their own breath. While concentrating on
views of death held by the prevalent culture, she
will also incorporate the views of other cul-
tures...especially Hispanic and Native American.
Mary Katherine has a PhD in clinical psychology
and has been teaching a course on death and dying
at Southwest Colorado Community College since
the.early 90's "AiBut [0
l earn?. We are all goli
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January 31
We Are All in This Togetherd Pastor Roger
Haney

Pastor Haney will offer an ecumenical message fo-
cusing on the roots in social action of both Metho-
dism and Unitarianism.

Pastor Haney, Associate Pastor of the First United
Methodist Church in Durango, has lived in Durango
since Sept 2006. He came here from Portland, Ore-
gon, Athe |l and of rain
two daughters here and a granddaughter.

Social Issues Forum: Global Hunger

Noon, Sunday, January 17

In preparation for this conversation between the
first of the year and the 17th, please clip or note an
article in the print or electronic media that deals
with hunger-related issues.

Brooks Taylor

UU Readers:

The reading selection for Sunday, January 10, is
Florence of Arabigy Christopher Buckley. We'll
discuss this light spoof of foreign politics and policy
over sack lunch in Bowman Hall. For any ques-
tions, please contact Brooks Taylor.

Sunday Service Committee News

The new year is a continuing FUN challenge for
your SSC. We are still tweaking the order of ser-
vice and appreciate the input from any and all of
you, especially recently from those involved in our
RE program. Every element and how it affects each
person attending our services is very important to
us.

One of our ongoing needs in our lay-led group is for
persons who are willing to serve as worship lead-
ers. Four new volunteers have accepted the oppor-
tunityd Terri Reherman, Tricia Bayless, Susana
Jones, and Betty Schwartz-Bozeman; should you
like to take on this opportunity as well, please con-
tact Judy Hooks, our worship leader

"leader". Thanks to all who help make our services

work.

Also needed are those who are willing to share their
story for the "My Story" element of our ser-

vices. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to
know more about each other whether you tell us
about your pathway to reaching us as your commus-
nity or how one of the UU principles is important in
your life. We have been systematic in these presen-
tations and want to be sure each person has the op-
portunity to share with the rest of us. We will con-
tinue to ask various persons, but I will be very
happy @ keep o listdraluyteers akdi coprdigate with
our worship leaders if you will contact me (Betty
Schwartz-Bozeman) after any of the services or by e
-mail (verells@gmail.com).

May you be blessed by the worship services in the
new year, Betty

Deadline for the February Newsletter

Items for inclusion in the February newsletter
should be sent to Ron Garst at rdgarst@durango.net
no later than Wednesday, January 27, 2010.

Neighborhood Letter Sent

On page 5 of this newsletter is a copy of a letter sent
to our neighbors by Charlotte Pirnat, Executive Di-
rector of the Tri-County Early Childhood Programs.
Last year the Board of Trustees voted to work with
Charlotte to explore the possibility of them using
part of the city-owned land directly south of our
parking lot to locate a small child care center in a
building that would be moved to the city land, with
us providing access across our parking lot. Please
note the tentative dates of the neighborhood meeting
and plan to attend so you can be brought up to date
on the project.

Final permission for the project will have to come
from the city of Durango.

(Continued on page5)
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Durango 4 -C Council, Inc.

TRI-COUNTY EARLY CHI LDHOOD PROGRAMS

LA PLATA COUNTY A ARCHULETA COUNTY A MONTEZUMA ‘COU
Post Office Box 259 A ‘Durango, Colorado 81302 A’
Phone: (970) 247-5960 A Fax: (970) 247-5979

To: Neighbors near the Unitarian Church
From; Charlotte Pirnat, Executive Director
Re: Use of City Lc;t adjacent to church
bate: December 18, 2009-

Many of you have heard about the proposal from Tri-County Head Start (I'CHS) to develop a small child care center
on the City-owned lot just south of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship property. [ want to take this opportunity to
give you a preview of the proposal and let you know about the neighborhood meeting being planned.

At this time a neighborhood meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 11 or 12 at 5:30 pm, depending on the
schedule of the City Planning Department. You will be notified by mail by the City shortly after Christmas. Because

this is an especially busy time of year, | thoug

We have been awarded a federal grant to expand Early Head Start services in Southwest Colorado T in a very com-
petitive national grant process. Early Head Start provides comprehensive services for low-income families with chil-
dren birth to age 3. In Durango we typically serve families who are struggling to obtain affordable child care in order
to seek or maintain employment. We already provide child care for 24 Early Head Start children in Durango, but
there is a huge need for more services i particularly for this age group. This graht will also provide for services in
Cortez.

Here are the basics of our proposal:

e Development of the portion of the City lot that is already graded/flat and graveledi not the hillside

o Placement of a relocated wood-frame house that was donated to our agency for child care purposes

o - Exterior of house will blend with neighborhood and church facilities

e Access to the property through the Unitarian parking lot T no new driveway/road

e Continued availability for foot traffic in the neighborhood . ' .

e  Maximum enrollment of 16 children younger than 3 years of age (8 infants/8 toddlers) -

e Playground to be developed on the church property for joint use

e  Only 8 children using playground at any time

e Maximum hours of operation, Weekdays, 7:30 am T 5:30 pm (typical work schedule for families)
I welcome your questions and concerns throughout this process. It'is my understanding that the neighborhood meet-
ing, a public hearing with the Planning Commission, and public hearing with the City Council will provide opportu-
nities for public input and questions. I will do my best to answer questions individually by phone (247-5960) or
email (charlottep@tchs4c.org), depending on my schedule. It is our intent to be responsive to the community needs
as well as the neighborhood concerns.

NTY

ht
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Photos from tﬁe Winter Wonder Hour service of De'c. 13, 2-009

Gretta, Dana, Kayleigh, Maya, Ainsley, Aubrey

Grétta, Dana, and Steve Sfahl

Winter Wond.er Hour

-1st Row: Gretta, Maya, Ainsley,
' Grace, Abby

2nd Row: Kayleig-h,'Vinny, Veron-
' ' ~ica, Nicholas

3rd Row: Rory, Dana, Zoelle, Lee



http://public.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pYGnMD3iaOmck2o137letonWJGpzro-CuXk37B9yyemQ-LJfiK7rSTiMZeJNyOD03zg6yE_5GB77KGXqXeGoyBg/IMG_3969.JPG?download
http://public.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pgAcUl_oVOLxDSCXRP0TfOdvG7DO9MocBt8YLEOms_g2lPEH4vqRjEP9IEgOqWuxgZ27YeJdkxZSTvYzXGWGdhg/IMG_3973.JPG?download
http://public.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pjKgSNP7yYmJQm-f7t6jwf8DrJH1hJJwjhJ1io6Yrh37axT7o-bVVIN8fo1KL7KeIl872ovd_7atoraAbAaHK7Q/IMG_3971.JPG?download
http://public.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pU3vLhMJrlBphFokGAfo0n2NjoD_C5zD-sESu63iwrL6MBPFKTiRqaSfCAU-e4ywyQu_4Mdka2vK6ByvySr8xPg/IMG_3976.JPG?download
http://public.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pgoyIfqNPeQafbL8LOsNAwvanD3ppH13NkVxmFqsYecdbTWSQqkRIkmsoUks1Pb3Uc2GOSGCH81CNmHxVz8fi4g/IMG_3983.JPG?download
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Photos of recent RE Activities

3rd- Sth-grade class

Ist Row: Preston, George .
- 2nd R-ow: Carter; Henry, Daila, AlJ. T
3td Row: Aubrey, Grace R '

- Preschool Class:
From Left: Rory, Eli, Zoelle, and
~ Ollie '

Ollie and Vanessa




