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n last month's news-

letter you read about
the opportunity pro-
posed by the Mountain
Desert District to share
a part-time minister
among the four cluster
memberships: Durango, Farmington,
Pagosa Springs, and Alamosa. Two
guestions immediately arise about
this idea: what would the minister
do? and how much will it cost?

The October article listed several
areas of ministerial involve-

ment. However, this is a question
that will and should be answered by
all of us in our Fellowship. Besides
Sunday presentations, a minister (she
or he) can offer counseling for mem-
bers and families, perform rites of
passage, provide leadership and
train congregational leaders and
members, give input to the Board of
Trustees and Committees on signifi-
cant issues, and much more. Please
devote some careful thought to this;
in early November you will be asked
to respond to a survey about ministe-
rial services as a priority, and about
the role a minister might have within
the Fellowship. Again, your careful
deliberation and specific remarks

will be essential.

Regarding the cost, we have as-
sumed that our Durango fellowship,
as the largest among the Four Cor-

ners cluster, would subscribe to one -
half of the project, receiving one -half
of the services of a minister. The

MDD proposes that a standard mini-
mal compensation package be ap-
propriate, and it seems there is gen-
eral agreement on that. If we make
that assumption, and contemplate
other associated expenses to a
shared ministry, we can estimate that
our part of a shared ministry would
increase our annual operating

budget by about two -thirds,

other factors remaining the same.

IF (THE BIG IF) we enter into this
shared ministry at this level, what
will this mean to each of us? First, it
is very clear that many of our mem-
bers will not be able to in -crease
their pledge commitment at all, nor
will they be expected to. Second,
that many others of our membership
will be asked to increase their com-
mitments more than the two -thirds
required.

Of course, these two questions are
related, and I'll let you sort them
out. What is most important is to be-
gin the serious discussion, to talk
among yourselves and with Board
members, to respond to the priority
survey, to consider the alterna-
tives. The representatives at the
planning meeting in Pagosa Springs
were John Lyons, Susan Koonce,
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On the Web at:
http://www.durangouu.org

Our Mission
Statement

 Provide a home for
individual spiritual
search and religious
development.

9 Serve our community
by putting our beliefs
into action.

9 Provide religious edu-
cation for all inter-
ested members and
others.

Cyber Chapel

Happiness is when what
you think, what you say,
and what you do are in
harmony.

Mahatma Ghandi

or

We Believe iné
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and in society at large

The inherent worth and dignity of every person
Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning

The goal of a world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all

Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations

1 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
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'Notes from the D.R.E. Vanessa Self: 976884-9090
= CALLING A Ltlj_olidav Market Place
= is,cherished tradition in our Fel- R.E. Teachers Needed
P E R F O M E R §;\|§I§p will be occurring the last The end of November marks the

Sing, Dance, Read, Sunday in November.
Act, Play an Instru-

end of the 15 Trimester. We need

ment and 272? Everyone in th_e fe!lowsh|p_ is en- voll_m_teers Wllllng_ to serve in our
couraged to bring in donations Religious Education classrooms.

THE WINTER WONDER HOUR (usually things that you might other- Each term teachers generally spend

SERVICE TO BE HELD DECEM-  yjise donate to a thrift store) on Sun-  between 4 and 10 Sundays in the

BER 13" WILL BE TAKING ON A 45y November 29 . The children classroom. Training and support

NEW FORMAT! THIS MULTIGEN- ) . ided d it

ERATIONAL SERVICE WILL FEA- @andyouthare given the opportunity are provide an I y

C 5 [ higg, Ifemceugage yau got

TURE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ' 0 0shop6 (Everyt hiredieachig, 9

OF ALL AGESS8 BUT WE NEED we usually collect some donations to do so. Anyone - Any Age - Any Ge_n-

YOU TO MAKE IT HAPPEN. support the Religious Education der who has attended our fellowship

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEN D AN program.) Wrapping materials are for at least 1 year is welcome!

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING IM- available on site and this allows for Please contact Vanessa if you are

MEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE the creation of an element of sur- willing to give it a try!

T H R
SERVICE ONNOVEMBER 8“3 IT  nise when packages are opened

SHOULD LAST ABOUT 1520 MIN- by unsuspecting parents, grandpar-
UTES AND SHOULD FIT RIGHT ¢ q e i : .
BETWEEN THE END OF THE Ser- €Nt s, ~an S i ngs .Specid Anpeuncement s

the open to adults and anyone can
VICE AND THE DISCUSSION.

get gifts for loved ones of for them- Open enroliment ~ for the 2009-2010
We need children, teens/young adults, selves during open exchange. Religious Education program is un-

derway! Send in your paperwork
Vanessa today! If you have not received a reg-
istration form, please let Vanessa
know: uufd_re@live.com or 970-884-
9090.

and adults so please plan to attend. Any-
one who would like to participate will

be given the opportunity to do so in a
way that will be comfortable for them.

If you have any questions or would like
to be involved, please contact Vanessa
Self 8 uufd_re@live.com or 970-884-
9090.

Youth

November 15th

UPCOMING RE EVENTS

Nov 8 Winter Wonder Hour organizational meeting

_ Durango_Joe DaM
Nov 15 Durango Joeds Coffee Sunlday for~ YOUT Gl ourg
Come for your frlee 0

Nov 22 Thanksgiving Service and Pie Sunday - Hosted by

the HOSpIta|Ity Committee Youth group meets every Sunday morn-
ing and is for students in the 61"-121"

Nov 29 *HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE** 10:30 a.m.-12:30 grade. For more info please contact

a.m. Vanessad uufd_re@live.com

Dec 6 Cookie Exchange hosted by the Hospitality Com-
mittee

Dec 13 Winter Wonder Hour 9 Multigenerational
Service**

Dec 24 Christmas Eve & Multigenerational Service**

RE Contact Information : Vanessa Self : uufd_re@live.com or 970 -884-9090
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(Contnuedtompage 3 Presidentos Notes HOSPITALITY KEWEBRATE THANKSGIVING WIT

Melissa Lopez, Vanessa Self,

Jenny Bruell, Dwight Burgess, he Pie Social is set Thanks, also, to the RE children

Katherine Burgess, Janice Tay- for November 22 who crafted the beautiful paper

lor, and myself: pose your ques- following the Sunday pumpkin table centerpieces us-

tions, test your ideas, and offer service. Please bringa  ing products donated from

your feedback to them. pie to share during our Coffee TeresaJordan 6 s St ampi ng?®o

Brooks Time. It will be our way of cele-  demonstratorship: Malcom

brating Thanksgiving by eating Kelly, Vinny Lopez, Carter

dessert first. McQuinn, A.J. Self, and Grace
A big othank youW'Imﬁso'es out to
those who signed -up to help Set-up and clean -up volunteers
with set-up and clean -up for our are needed each and every Sun-
Coffee Time following Sunday day. Please sign-up on the
services in October: Kathleen board located at eye level to the
Adams, Peg Carmichael, Tom left of the coffee service counter
Hafnor, Teresa Jordan, Marga- to help on one of the Sundays in
ret Padgett, Kathy Redford, November. If you are unable to

Judith Reynolds, and Sam Rob- help with set -up or clean -up,
erts. We are all grateful to our consider bringing a food item

soup chefs Katherine Burgess for an after -service snack. All
and Maureen Maliszewski  for  contributions are appreciated.
concocting such delicious soup
variations to satisfy our diverse

alettes and dietary needs. Hospitality Committee
Judy Hayes and John Schwob jump for P y Co-ghairy
joy after planting more than 400 bulbs

in the UUFD garden

Teresa Jordan

UPCOMING SERIVCES IN NOVEMBER

During November, we will be celebrating the third Unitarian Un
encouragement of spiritual growth in our congreg
November 1

The Origins of Halloween fi Dawenwalker

his presentation will explore the celebration of Halloween, some of its attributes and its origins in the reli-
gious festival of Samhain. It will also explore the feeling of this time of year through poetry.

Dawenwal ker holds undergraduate and Master s degrees in E
been involved with the Unitarian Universalist fellowships in Fort Lauderdale and locally. She is a self ~ -taught stu-
dent of religion.

November 8
The Meaning of Our Faith: One Person's Take fi Liz McMaster

ur speaker became a Unitarian Universalist in 1962 in Atlanta, GA at the height of and in the center of the

Civil Rights Movement; obviously, her ideas of how to be a Unitarian Universalist are colored by her ex-
periences during those historic times. Sheds convinced tt
haps you feel the same way!

Rev. Liz McMaster is an ordained Unitarian Universalist minister living in Albuquerque, NM. Her Master of Divin-
ity degree is from Harvard Divinity School; she has served congregations in North Carolina, Florida, Colorado,

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3) November Services

Virginia, New Mexico and Pennsylvania, and now consults with organizations on conflict management, long -range
planning, fund raising and other church -related subjects. She has been active in justice work: civil rights, feminist
issues, gay concerns and environmental causes. She has preached to the UUFD on several occasions over the past
few years.

November 15
Organ Transplants: Facts and Fiction fi Marie Doucette

hile the rest of us can only imagine the traumatic life -and-death emotions involved in organ donation and

transplant, our speaker knows about them first hand.  She will discuss various myths surrounding the process
and share with us her own experiences.
Marie Doucette is a Durango native who recently received a B.A. in Sociology and Psychology from Fort Lewis Col-
lege. She is married and has given birth to three daughters; her youngest daughter, Sophie, received a heart trans-
plant in 2003 and passed away in 2006.

November 22
Prayer: Engaging the Infinite i Julie Loar

P rayer is part of every religion and spiritual tradition on Earth. People pray to invoke the presence of the divine,
to intercede for healing on behalf of others, to ask for special favors, indulgences, or to seek forgiveness. Itis
said there are no atheists in battle. What is this mysterious practice that presumes to engage the infinite, expecting

a response? Julie Loar will explore the nature of prayer by examining the extensive scientific evidence relating to
prayer and sharing prayers from diverse traditions.

Julie Loar is an international teacher and scholar of myth and symbolism.  She is the multiple award -winning author
of four books and dozens of articles.

November 29
Do We Really Want to Live in the Now? fi Dave Rich

ave Rich will seek to answer that question based on his reading of a book entitted Dondt Sl eep,
Snakes: Life and Language in the Amazonian Junglewhich describes an Amazonian tribe that lives totally in the
present. He will also tell us about an experience he once had of living in the Now.

Dave Rich, a retired polymath, is a long -time member of the Durango UU Fellowship.

Ther

Lois & Ken Carpenter Garden Dedicated A MESSAGE FROM LOIS & KEN

Dear fellow congregants,

What a surprise and an honor it was for the
new church garden to be named for us!
Many, many thanks to you all.

While it is true that we have both done volun-
teer work with a number of different organi-
zations over the years, the work that has
meant the most to both of us has been for the
church. We share a strong desire to further
the cause of Unitarian Universalism, whether
it is for our own congregation, in our district
or for the UUA. We care most deeply about

fter services on Sunday,

October 18, John Schwob this work, and doing it has been our greatest
unveiled an engraved stone joy and privilege.
marking the dedication of the o . .
UUFD garden to longtime mem- many ways the Carpenters Contributing most importantly to this joy
bers and supporters Ken and have served both the Durango have been the wonderful friends we have
Lois Carpenter . Citing the UU community, and the larger made along the way.
dseeds6é planted bryatiohabconsmurityad mem- est people, and you are all superb evidence
Ken which have 0blerssfshe dniadan Universal- of that!
into a healthy and growing ist Association of congrega- And again, our grateful thanks to you all,

UUFD, 6 John enumetiomst ed t he
Lois and Ken Carpenter
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CARING COMMITTEE

W ere you aware that in the midst of our congregation there
is a group ready to provide support for those congrega-
tional members who may need extra help? The Caring Committee

ASSOCIATION SUNDAY

ou still have time to participate in
Association Sunday, a denomina-

is that group and the name of each committee member & and how tional fund -raising effort that began on
to reach them - is posted on the bulletin board in the hall. Since the com- October 4th. Funds contributed go to
mittee depends on the eyes and ears of the congregation to let them know the Unitarian Universalist Association in
where their resources might be utilized, please make use of the caring support of programs which assist ef-
committee form in the hymnal rack of each pew. Should you fill out a form, forts based on tGows ye:é

ing our Diversity . An electronic survey
of congregations have identified the
following programs as the most popu-
larly favored to receive funds:

you can place it in the collection basket, on the membership table, or hand
it to one of the committee members. Of course, you can also speak with or
call one of the committee members. The committee also depends on the
congregation to help them in providing the assistance which is requested.

Many of the congregation is on their e -mail list which 6 when necessary - 1 Expand the Building the World
goes out to request help. Let them know if you are not receiving requests We Dream About curriculum
and would like to help. Your name will be added. Please also let them and associated resources and
know if you receive requests and would like to be removed from the list - training.

for whatever reason. I Support congregations that are

working to create a Unitarian

i ide? . : . .
What services can we provide® Universalism that is racially,

1 You have an emergency medical situation and need someone to walk C%J'tura”_y, and economically
your dog or feed your cat - we can help! diverse; a part of this support
will be in the form of grants.
' Your car is in the shop and you need aride to a dental appointment - 1 Enable UU congregations and
we can help! districts to minister effectively
1 Youareill or have a new baby and need help with food for your family - to youth and young adults who
we can help! identify as people of color or
) ) ) . o multiracial, and to their fami-
' You are a Senior and need information about senior services in the area lies, in the areas of spiritual
- We can help! development, racial/cultural
9 You do not where to turn for resources in the community - We can help! identity development, and
. : . ~ leadership devglopmentr .
You are experiencing some of |ifeds bumps, "an a riendly
let you know you are not alone - We can help! The goal for Association Sunday is
And mMoreééééééédeé. $50 per member, but any amount
] can help. Fill out and turn in the
Committee members: envelopes found in the pews.
Bill and Dottie Barron 385-9235 | wbarron@bresnan.net
JJ Jennings 247-2668 | totalljoanna@hotmail.com
Susan Koonce 259-2092 | bluesky3@earthlink.net
Dave Rich 247-8044 | durangol@frontier.net
Rachel Taylor 385-4295 | abcdmr@hotmail.com
Janice Taylor 382-0165 | durangofolk@frontier.net

p

Cranky cooking crones: Theresa Jor-
dan, Kathy Redford, Katherine Bur-
gess, and Maureen Maliszewski
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