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Our Mission: 
 

 Provide a home for individual 

spiritual search and religious 

development. 

 Serve our community by put-

ting our beliefs into action. 

 Provide religious education for 

all interested members and 

others. 

We Believe in… 

 The inherent worth and dignity 

of every person 

 Justice, equity, and compas-

sion in human relations 

 Acceptance of one another and 

encouragement of spiritual 

growth in our congregations 

 A free and responsible search 

for truth and meaning 

 

 The right of conscience and 

the use of the democratic proc-

ess within our congregations 

and in society at large 

 The goal of a world commu-

nity with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all 

 Respect for the interdependent 

web of all existence of which 

we are a part. 

Fellowship says goodbye to Robert White 

and the board looks to the future 

As I write these notes, I reflect over today's recogni-

tion of Robert Glenn White, long-serving stalwart of 

the Fellowship, whose departure for California re-

minds us of his defense of the Bill of Rights 

(especially the separation of Church and State) and 

his advocacy for social justice.  Robert has lived 

through the wintertime and encouraged the spring-

time of our blossoming at UUFD.  Many of you 

have noted the accelerated pace of change in recent 

years: he was and is a significant contributor to that 

change. 

In the last two to three years your Board has created 

and implemented Long Range Plans—with the pace 

of events these are often 'Outdated' Plans—as a way 

to strategize our near future with intelligence and 

intention.  At it’s August meeting, the new Board of 

Trustees began a review of the current Strategic 

Plan, to note accomplishments and to set objectives 

for our faith community. This process will solicit 

input from the standing committees and individual 

members of the Fellowship, addressing a diverse 

array of concerns that range from expanding our 

social justice presence, to consideration of perma-

nent, although part-time, staffing, to fiscal policies, 

and to further enhancement of religious education 

for children, youth, and adults.  And much more, of 

course. Please give this some thought and contribute 

your ideas. 

 In other issues, the Board is investigating ways to 

better invest our assets, including advance pay-

ments on the mortgage, is regularizing our account-

ing, has sought to invigorate our website, and has 

reviewed policies for the annual Four Corners Re-

treat.  Don Hayes, Ken Carpenter, and Karen Rob-

erts have been involved with the fiscal matters; 

Dwight and Katherine Burgess, with the website 

(check it out!): Lois Carpenter, with the Retreat re-

port.  And, too, it is obvious to all that our Land-

scape and Grounds Committees, our Social Justice 

initiatives, our Summer Sunday Series: Bringing 

Texts to Life, reflect high levels of effort and energy 

by many of you.  

Members, families and friends of our Fellowship 

have not gone unaffected by the severe economic 

recession over the past year and more.  Alert your-

self to these impacts --- financial, emotional, spiri-

tual, relational --- and offer your special support in 

this time of troubles.  The Fellowship Caring Com-

mittee will welcome inquiries and referrals. Brooks 
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Religious Education readies for the new 

church year 

For those of you who don’t know me, my name is 

Vanessa and this marks the beginning of my 4th year 

serving as the UUFD Director of Religious Educa-

tion. I have a passion for education in general and a 

special love for UU Religious Education as I believe 

that nurturing spiritual growth is fundamental to 

shaping adults who are tolerant, resilient, kind and 

strong. 

Though our Fellowship offers programming year- 

round, we do not offer full-service Religious Educa-

tion or ―Exploration‖ classes during the summer.  

The first Sunday in September, we will have a spe-

cial kickoff event – our second annual ―Sunday 

Sundae‖ (this year featuring a SIX-FOOT banana 

split!) and our traditional Water Communion cere-

mony. The Water Communion is an opportunity for 

everyone who has traveled or explored the world or 

their own back yard, an opportunity to bring some 

of what they saw, felt, learned or appreciated and 

share it with the fellowship community.  Each per-

son is asked to bring water from a special or sacred 

place (literally or figuratively) and are then asked to 

pour that water into a communal vessel. It is a beau-

tiful service and a wonderful way to welcome eve-

ryone back into the arms of this our sacred commu-

nity. I hope to see everyone there! 

At this time I would also like to take a moment to 

share with you for the first time or as a reminder 

that our RE programs are cooperative ventures that 

are carried out by volunteers. Supporting the phi-

losophy that the ―church is one family,‖ we do not 

charge a registration fee, but do request that a com-

mitment be made to our program with the same 

thoughtfulness and careful consideration that would 

go into signing up for a sport, dance class, or other 

extracurricular activity.  Our classes run September 

through May and though attendance every Sunday 

is not expected, regular attendance is appreciated. 

Registration forms, our Updated R.E. Handbook, 

Teacher Application forms and the R.E. Calendar 

will be emailed soon and will also be available on 

the Children’s and Youth Welcome Table at the 

back of the sanctuary beginning in September.  

Please consider joining us as a student, a teacher, a 

visitor during special events and services, or as a 

volunteer in another capacity. May the gifts you 

have be many and may the gifts you receive be infi-

nite.   

We have several new and wonderful things happen-

ing this year, and I hope you will choose to dedicate 

some of your time to reading emails, newsletters, 

and the announcements.  I encourage you to check 

the website too as new things are happening there! 

www.durangouu.org 

I am excited about the coming year and look for-

ward to working with all of you. 

WELCOME!     Vanessa 

Upcoming Events:       

August 

31st- 5:30, Bowman Hall - R.E. Teacher 

Meeting, Training 

September 

6th- Sunday Sundae Kick-Off – Open Enroll-

ment for 2009-2010 Religious Education 

Programming- Water Communion Service

-  Welcome back to all who have been away 

over the summer. 

16th- 5:30, Bowman Hall – R.E. Committee 

Meeting- Appreciative Inquiry Meeting 

OPEN TO ALL- PARENTS STONGLY 

ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND! 

20th- Durango Joe’s Coffee Sunday for 

YOUTH Group 

27th- 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. : 

Chapel4U****Theme: The Inherent Dignity 

UUFD DRE: Vanessa Self   970-884-9090 or 
uufd_re@live.com 

Office Hours: Monday 8:30-12:30  

Activity Hours: Sunday 8-12 

http://www.durangouu.org
mailto:uufd_re@live.com
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September programs to celebrate the first  

UU principle:  “We believe in the inherent 

worth and dignity of every person” 

September 6 

Water Communion ï Intergenerational 

Service  

UUFD Members Ceci McQuinn, Crystal Carroll, 

and Katherine Burgess will facilitate this traditional 

intergenerational opening to the official church 

year.  The Water Communion was first used as a 

Unitarian Universalist service during the 1980’s, 

and it has become an important date on the UUFD 

annual calendar.  Members are encouraged to bring 

to the service water from a place or places that are 

special to them.  The water can represent the locale 

of a special summer vacation, or simply tap water 

from home.  Participants will be invited to pour 

their water into a communal bowl and to share the 

significance of the water with other members of the 

Fellowship.  The combined water is symbolic of our 

shared faith, coming from many different sources.    

September 13 

Singing our PeaceðJennifer Friedman 

How do we achieve peace in our time? If we truly 

wish to become the change we want to see in the 

world, do we not first have to begin with ourselves? 

Cultivating love, compassion, and kindness within 

our own hearts, we lay the foundation for right rela-

tionship with our families and the rest of the world. 

Jennifer presents an inspiring musical program with 

joy-filled group singing and her own award winning 

music, exploring what it means to work for peace. 

Jennifer Friedman is an award winning singer/

songwriter from Longmont, Colorado, whose voice 

often evokes comparisons to Joan Baez. She has 

sung rock-n-roll, reggae, musical theatre, barber-

shop and even performed street theatre and has stud-

ied with important artists including Holly Near and 

Dr. Isaye Barnwell of Sweet Honey in the Rock 

fame. Jen received an Honorable Mention in the 

Peace-driven National Songwriting Contest for 

three of her original songs dedicated to peace and 

justice. She is currently travelling the country with 

her new album ―Soulful Warrior,‖ making stops 

each Sunday at UU churches, where she presents 

musical programs on topics of social importance. 

When she is not on the road, she serves on the mu-

sic team for the Unity Center of Longmont, plays 

guitar and serves on the board for Dances of Uni-

versal Peace North America, and hosts a popular 

Songwriters in the Round folk series. For more info, 

please visit: www.jenniferfriedman.com 

September 20 

Scoutôs HonorðKaren Rose 

From its inception in 1912, the Girl Scouts have 

been building girls of courage, confidence, and 

character.  While it may appear conventional, Girl 

Scouts has been an integral part of society’s trend 

toward racial and sexual equality.  This presentation 

will focus on how Girl Scouts have contributed to 

our society for almost 100 years.  This lecture will 

also discuss the common thread that is present be-

tween the Girl Scout Law and Unitarian Universal-

ist principles. 

A longtime member of UUFD, Karen Rose is cur-

rently Manager of Mission Delivery in southwest 

Colorado for Girl Scouts of Colorado.   

September 27 

On Human Dignity 

ðDr. Richard Grossman 

In keeping with the celebration of our first principle, 

Dr. Grossman will ask a very critical and emotional 

question.  Some people feel that a fetus—even a fer-

tilized egg—is a person. Is safe and legal abortion 

compatible with recognizing the inherent dignity 

and worth of every person? 

Dr. Grossman has practiced obstetrics and gynecol-

ogy in Durango for almost a third of a century. Dur-

ing that time he has provided abortion care as well 

birthing babies and helping with women’s health. 

http://www.jenniferfriedman.com


Head Start and UUFD collaboration be-

ing considered 

We are presented with a unique opportunity to sup-

port an important educational and social program. 

The local 4C Council has requested lease of the City 

property adjoining our parking lot to the south for a 

Head Start learning center; a formal process with 

the City of Durango will begin at a public hearing at 

City Hall on September 1, followed by further hear-

ings with community input. 

At this time tentative plans are to move an existing 

house onto the property for 16 preschoolers, im-

provement of the property with some limited park-

ing, playground, and handicap access. Head Start 

requests access and weekday use of the Fellowship 

parking lot and occasional rental/use of Bowman 

Hall for staff and parent meetings. The Board 

has listed its significant concerns and met with offi-

cials at Head Start. 

The issues for the Fellowship include: parking lot 

maintenance and access, parking lot snow re-

moval, rental of Bowman Hall, consistency with our 

landscape plans, potential for shared playgrounds, 

and Fellowship liabilities.  An equitable cost-

sharing arrangement is anticipated. 

Although any actual changes are perhaps months 

away, this short note will alert our membership and 

friends and invites your input.  Please contact either 

Jenny Bruell or Brooks Taylor with your comments 

and questions.      Brooks 

Why are there so many newsletter format 

changes? 

For the past few months, as I have settled into the 

job of editing the UUFD newsletter, I have made a 

number of format changes.  My goal is a format that 

is easy to read and easy to produce.  The latter goal 

will allow me to minimize the time between the 

deadline for submission of material and publication.  

I will edit for space considerations and for clarity, 

but will not change your message.   

The normal deadline for submission of materials 

will be 7 PM on the last Wednesday of each month. 

Please send unformatted material to me at newslet-

ter@durangouu.org or ronmargarst@msn.com.  

Comments on the format are welcomed.  

     Ron 

UU Readers September and October 

Meetings 

For September 13 the UU Readers will continue 

with Out Stealing Horses (Per Pedderson) and for 

October 11 The Beast in the Garden (David 

Baron).  The group meets over sack lunch at noon 

Sundays in Bowman Hall.  If you would like to be 

added to the email notification list, please advise 

Brooks Taylor. 

 

Circle Suppers to resume Sept. 19!!! 

Our monthly pot luck dinners will start up on Sat., 

September 19.  If you would like to be included in 

the groups, please contact Aline Schwob at asch-

wob@msn.com or 382-9626. 

This year there will be an opportunity for families 

with children to participate without the hassle of 

babysitters.  Vanessa is organizing an alternate gath-

ering at Bowman Hall on the same night (3rd Sat. of 

each mo.)  The details have yet to be worked out but 

be assured it will be in place by the 19th. 

This is a marvelous way for you to get to know your 

fellow UU’s outside of church and enjoy a great 

meal in the bargain.  We have groups of 6-12, de-

pending on the host’s capacity; guests bring a dish, 

and the conversation is always lively and enlighten-

ing. 

Join us! 

   Aline 
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Social Justice Committee launches 

Share-the-Plate Sundays 

Share-the-Plate: Starting in August, the Social Jus-

tice Committee began collecting plate donations 

once a month for local non-profit agencies devoted 

to feeding and sheltering those in need.  On the first 

Sunday of each month, any offerings not otherwise 

designated will be donated to one of the board-

approved recipients summarized below, who will be 

named in the program for that week.  We are grate-

ful for any and all contributions towards our efforts 

to create a more equitable community. 

Recipient #1:  The Durango Food Bank 

The Durango Food Bank is a volunteer operated 

Section 501(c) non-profit organization that provides 

emergency food assistance to needy residents of La 

Plata County.  They are the largest food bank in La 

Plata County.  So far in 2009, they have served 

1,292 individuals, 41 percent of whom were chil-

dren, which amounts to 36,000 pounds of 

food!  Residents do not have to be income eligible 

to participate, and can receive food once every three 

months.  They also distribute government commodi-

ties 4 times per year at the Fairgrounds and at 

Tamarin Square senior living apartments.   

Recipient #2:  Volunteers of America 

VOA is a Section 501(c) non-profit organization 

which operates the Durango Community Shelter, 

the only homeless shelter in La Plata County.  The 

shelter temporarily houses children, women and 

men who are experiencing homelessness.  They pro-

vide 24/7 residential shelter services; shower and 

laundry facilities; three meals a day; medical, legal, 

employment and housing referrals; task-oriented 

counseling.  The shelter served 524 people last 

year.  They also manage the Community Emergency 

Assistance Coalition (CEAC) and Salvation Army 

voucher assistance. 

Volunteers Needed:  We also began our volunteer 

work with the Durango Food Bank in August.  We 

have enjoyed working with Manna Soup Kitchen 

over the past 2 years but their need for us is incon-

sistent and some people are uncomfortable with 

their strong Christian leanings.  Since the Social 

Justice Committee continues to see local food and 

shelter needs as a top priority, we will be devoting 

our efforts to the Durango Food Bank. 

We are committed to providing volunteers the first 

full week of each month.  For that Monday-Friday 

week, we will need 2 volunteers each day to work 

from 1pm-3pm distributing food.  The food bank is 

located at 989 S. Camino Del Rio in Bodo Park 

(attached Target Rental).  Kids and youth are wel-

come to help. 

We will also have opportunities to help with various 

evening projects, with distributing food at the Fair-

grounds and at the Tamarin Square senior living 

apartments, and with organizing our own food drive 

at the fellowship. 

Please call Terri Reherman at 759-2141 if you 

would like to volunteer.    Terri 

 

UUFD starts its own recycling program 

The Fellowship has a recycling problem---there isn't 

a good place to put our recycling bins and we really 

don't generate much in the way of recyclable waste.  

After talking with Melanie McKinney-Gonzales, 

Durango's recycling lady, and conferring with 

Brooks Taylor and Don Hayes, Dave Rich has come 

up with a low-tech solution to the problem: 

Simply take home any recyclable waste generated at 

the Fellowship and recycle it.  There are bins behind 

North City Market, Wagon Wheel Liquors in the 

Town Plaza shopping center and at the Tech Center 

off Highway 160 west. 

Additional information may be obtained by calling 

385-INFO, extension 6636, 6648 and  6651. 

    Dave 
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The Fellowship bids farewell to Robert 

White and welcomes new members 

―Departure‖ is not a word we like when thinking of 

any devoted and longtime member.  But, we must 

now realize that Robert White, who has been like a 

big brother or grandfather figure to many of us, will 

truly be leaving soon for the lower altitude of 

coastal California and nearness to one of his daugh-

ters.  We will all miss his sense of humor and his 

kind and gentle manner toward young and old.  

Grateful thanks for the efforts put forth by so many 

of our congregation to put together a farewell gath-

ering in his honor recently.  Robert, we wish you 

many joyous years back in your home state. 

New member Karen Roberts, who joined our Fel-

lowship in the spring, has graciously tackled our 

bookkeeping chores and now tells us more about 

herself.  Karen was born in Columbus, OH, but 

moved to a nearby farm at the age of seven.  She 

had a wonderful childhood, enjoying the orchard, 

stream, huge trees and fishing in the pond.  After 

marrying young and having two children, a boy and 

a girl, Karen was divorced and moved to Phoenix 

where her parents were living at the time.  She 

worked for a huge grocery wholesale business 

where she met her second husband.  He had a son, 

and they adopted each other’s children.  But then, 

after only five short years her husband suffered a 

heart attack and died. 

When the children were all grown and married, 

Karen moved to California.  She married again and 

moved back to Phoenix for a while, but the marriage 

ended.  She moved back to California, this time to a 

yoga center in San Diego County.  After six years 

there Karen was asked to help with a similar center 

in Las Vegas, where she spent two years.  Her next 

venture was massage school in San Diego.  When 

that training was completed four years ago, Karen 

moved to Durango. 

She kept seeing information about our Fellowship in 

the newspaper, but it took her several months to 

show up.  She has been attending for a year and 

feels she has come across a wonderful group of peo-

ple and enjoys each Sunday.  Besides loving to hike, 

swim, sew, paint and write, Karen likes to partici-

pate in interesting discussions.  She has found a 

good place for that!  Welcome again, Karen. 

Please extend a warm welcome to our newest mem-

bers, Ed and Bernardine Cox, who joined our Fel-

lowship on June 6.  The Coxes have been attending 

our services for the last year, and Ed has lent his 

excellent voice to lead our singing.  They both grew 

up in Pocahontas, AR.  Ed especially remembers 

boyhood friends, hunting, fishing, swimming, high 

school band and a large extended family whose 

members lived nearby.  His interest in how things 

work led to a degree in mechanical engineering fol-

lowed by some years of industrial employment.  Ed 

then served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 

War and returned to a family agribusiness in Poca-

hontas.  He also married, raised four daughters and 

has lived in several other states. 

Bernardine lived in Little Rock and Houston and 

has a son and a daughter.  She is a registered nurse 

and has worked in nursing and as a registered repre-

sentative in investment banking.  She is also a natu-

ropath and a biofeedback practitioner.  And we all 

have known since her August 23rd presentation at 

the Fellowship that she speaks knowledgeably on 

astrology.  They share special interests in travel, 

music, films, and investments.  Ed is particularly 

interested in the technology of computers, commu-

nications and electronic entertainment.  Both have 

had experience in Catholic and Episcopalian 

churches.  Ed has directed choirs in both United 

Methodist and Catholic churches.  It was our sum-

mer lecture series and lay leadership that drew them 

to our services in 2008. 

Ed says that after he was widowed in the early nine-

ties, he moved to Durango in retirement to live near 

one of his daughters and three grandchildren.  In 

(Continued on page 7) 
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2000 he renewed contact with Bernardine, and they 

were married here later that year.  It’s a good thing 

they like to travel because Ed has daughters in 

Kenya, Mozambique and Dallas while Bernardine’s 

son is in Little Rock and her daughter is in England.  

We’re glad they make time to participate in our Fel-

lowship.    Lois 

UUFD 2009-10 Recital Series begins on 

October 16th  

The Recital Series for 2009-10 has been final-

ized.  The first two recitals will be a celebration of 

Haydn’s music in the 200th anniversary year of his 

death.  The series kicks off with the Mangold-Sokol 

Trio performing four of Haydn’s piano trios on Oct. 

16.  The second recital on Dec. 4 will feature 

Marilyn Garst performing four of Haydn’s keyboard 

sonatas on harpsichord and piano.  Andrew Hom-

burg, tenor on the Fort Lewis College faculty, will 

sing on the third recital scheduled for Feb. 5.  The 

series will conclude with Peter Ulffers, French horn, 

on April 9.  Peter is Principal Horn with the New 

Mexico Symphony and also performs with the Santa 

Fe Symphony and Santa Fe Opera.  Please record 

these dates on your calendar and look soon for bro-

chures in the mail.   Marilyn 

 Artist Reception for Margaret Pacheco 

Friday September 4th,  5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Durango's 

Bowman Hall 

419 San Juan Drive (near Needham School) 

 For additional information please call Margaret 

Pacheco at 588-2262 or 759-5246. 

 Profits from prints sold will benefit the 

UUFD Children's Programs. 

Correction on Barron’s email address 

The correct email address for Bill and Dottie Barron 

is wbarron@bresnan.net.  Please mark the correc-

tion on your latest mailing list.  

Sunday Service Committee planning for 

2009-10 

Members of your SSC for the 2009-2010 church 

year have been working for months already.  Since 

moving into our current building we have restruc-

tured the Sunday Services as expectations have 

changed and the mood more ―church-like,‖ and yet 

we are all of the free spirited minds that parallel be-

ing UU’s and westerners. 

Starting there and seriously wanting to offer ser-

vices that are enriching for our members, friends, 

and visitors, the committee used information from 

both formal and informal reports to guide us in 

planning.  We continue to seek input from all of you 

to better know what you need and want—as well as 

what does not suit.  We are trying to do what has 

been said to be impossible; we are trying to please 

(serve) all of the people all of the time. 

We also have opportunities for you to participate in 

the services in roles of worship leader and story-for-

all-ages-presenters.  Please let us know if you are 

willing to share your skills in either of these ways. 

At present we are aware that efficient use of time is 

important and are increasing our respect to the pre-

senters and attendees by allotting fairly strict time 

limits on the various elements of the service.   

Feel free to contact any of the committee members 

with your suggestions about improving the quality 

of the service. 

Speaker coordinator: Katherine Burgess 

Worship leader coordinator: Judy Hook 

Music coordinator: Marilyn Garst 

Story for all age’s coordinator: Tom Hafnor 

Usher/greeter coordinator: Dennis Aronson 

Bulletin coordinator: Paul Maliszewski 

Liaison to the Board and the Hospitality Comm.: 

Judith Reynolds 

Liaison to R. E.: Cheri Kelly 

Chair: Betty Schwartz-Bozeman   

  Betty 
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June Family-Fellowship Hike 

 

FROLIC Auction Pictures 

http://fsxtfg.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pVhBbR2A0OCvJA_fZlFp26GPIPD6WTlRZhgCQTqrBZGC24fQu9D0OIzfOg9Wx9pyEx4F34Sf1Gm2Tn0CD_-ESmw/IMG_3023.JPG?download
http://fsxtfg.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pod2vjB-AWpMsgmtIDzwiKN5Isu5lTc6DJL3AZIBcm4Pm1dhAzDutennMX7qWM4nLQBrdabNN2S3dCy3fa5ULIA/IMG_3011.JPG?download
http://fsxtfg.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pQq7vC7vCTnWvU1RaGxAT-E3FWC10Ex3u-IPrlRKy_J1gkinK1IfC5M2X-pXg60B6X9SLLSxc4Ekf7uiv-Z1mcw/IMG_3015.JPG?download
http://fsxtfg.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pktR0LZvbr_Ekvgvcfq7ergjpHIb4Cmu_dfSOr5614iaaVOrg1-V-7SofFSB3wjtwEc4fR5K0d034mRuGjYcJng/IMG_3016.JPG?download
http://fsxtfg.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pMB8vR-DwbjpkMGSYIuqBbBBNb2-WIwB6T-fJwcfIYd0xIsQunow1WkQ6HLEBaiT6VXgu9yzmLG5X3yZ6mLVXZg/IMG_2931.jpg?download
http://fsxtfg.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pTvPqUPeKjtedRSFXpYhEAKjFIpiMa8lKuwZVKZDs42NeWIlaq7VFqS5pGUhS3g5a5V3xIa8MuHkXM92blRQMJg/IMG_2934.jpg?download
http://fsxtfg.bay.livefilestore.com/y1pIwSHecxy3PHMLCVNqw9EK82UtIMdGMXSgtZzPRhyUDcC5PSdK-HmOJ-DPliBhMJzuPpvAm7p59sgDmhx5jumEA/IMG_2933.jpg?download
http://fsxtfg.bay.livefilestore.com/y1p3aW0vkSkvPAbzfxrMykzxiqccpjTcm3gxXR1y-O48tpoW_ZgG2cQdxUvhKi1RXNY8B5nkNFDtWzKoThVN0bDwg/IMG_2932.jpg?download

