
and moral issues. 

¶ To enhance our caring 

for one another. 

¶ To expand our liberal 

religious presence in this 

community. 

¶ To collaborate exten-

sively with like-

committed entities in this 

community. 

¶ To extend our formal and 

informal associations 

with the wider UU 

world. 

Do you have others? 

Brooks  

In the eight years since Janice 

and I joined the Fellowship 

(2001) remarkable changes 

have taken place: what char-

acterized many of these new 

directions was their unpre-

dictability.  When unantici-

pated opportunities have pre-

sented, the servant leaders of 

this congregation have re-

sponded positively and crea-

tively. 

I suppose that the next two 

years will tend to follow a 

similar pattern: opportunities 

which we do not foresee will 

present themselves.  Despite 

(or maybe because of) this 

encouraging history, we have 

developed a Long Range Plan 

as a way to anticipate and 

structure our future together.  

And, of course, many of you 

will have also personally en-

visioned this future for our 

community. 

As your newly elected Board 

President, I set down some of 

the issues that have come to 

mind or have been brought to 

my attention as important.  

Perhaps these opportunities 

will appear: 

¶ To deepen the spiritual 

practice and culture 

among our congregation. 

¶ To widen our impact on 

local and national social 

Thoughts from our new Fellowship President  

Unitarian Universalist Notes 
 

July/August 2009 

Inside this issue: 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ bƻǘŜǎΣ ǇƎΦ мΦ 

Pledge Drive, pg. 1 

RE News, pg. 2 

New Members, pg. 3 

MDD Meeting, pg. 3 

Announcements, pg. 3 

July/Aug. Services, pg. 4 

UUFD Happenings 

(photos), pg. 5 

UUFD Banner, pg. 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyber Chapel  

 

 

A monthly publication (except for July/August) of the 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Durango  Phone:  970-247-1004 

419 San Juan Drive     Web:  durangouu.org 

Durango,  CO 81301     email:  durangouu@yahoo.com 

 
Our Mission: 
 

¶ Provide a home for individ-

ual spiritual search and 

religious development. 

¶ Serve our community by 

putting our beliefs into 

action. 

¶ Provide religious education 

for all interested members 

and others. 

 

 

²Ŝ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴΧ 

¶ The inherent worth and 

dignity of every person 

¶ Justice, equity, and com-

passion in human relations 

¶ Acceptance of one another 

and encouragement of 

spiritual growth in our 

congregations 

¶ A free and responsible 

search for truth and mean-

ing 

 

¶ The right of conscience 

and the use of the democ-

ratic process within our 

congregations and in soci-

ety at large 

¶ The goal of a world com-

munity with peace, liberty, 

and justice for all 

¶ Respect for the interde-

pendent web of all exis-

tence of which we are a 

part. 

Stewardship Cam-

paign Exceeds Goal  

The stewardship campaign 

goal of $48,250 was exceeded 

with a total amount pledged, as 

of this writing, of exactly 

$50,000 (a statistically improb-

able number).  A few pledges 

have yet to be received.  The 

goal was based on a severe 

pruning of committee requests, 

so the board now has some 

wiggle room to make minor 

adjustments.   

Drawing boundaries 

is the preoccupation 

of minds incapable of 

building bridges. 

ñBrian Hocking  



I just returned from General 

Assembly where I was once 

again inspired by the monu-

mental efforts for peace, jus-

tice, and inclusivity that are 

undertaken by Unitarian Uni-

versalists worldwide.  Ours is 

a faith tradition that is always 

seeking to evolve and it was 

fascinating to see the cutting 

edge of that evolution at G.A. 

this year.   

General Assembly is primar-

ily a ñbusiness meetingò and 

much important business was 

discussed over the course of 

the conference. Votes were 

taken on many things, includ-

ing proposed changes to the 

seven principals, and on a UU 

stance on the idea of ñJust 

Warò ï votes were taken new 

Action Items to adopt, and a 

new President of the UUA 

was elected, the Rev. Peter 

Morales.  In addition, a new 

Social Action topic: Ethical 

Eating was also adopted.    

Lastly, a new campaign, 

sponsored by the UUA, was 

introduced at this yearôs Gen-

eral Assembly.  This is a pro-

gram with appeal for people 

of all ages and I encourage 

you to look into it! Remem-

ber, being Unitarian Univer-

salist isnôt something we are, 

itôs something that we do!  I 

encourage you to go to the 

UUA web-site, see what other 

UUôs are excited about and 

join the conversation!     

RE News:  Vanessa at the GA  

STANDING ON THE SIDE OF LOVE  

pression and violence based 

on identity. Based in the aspi-

ration to create beloved com-

munity, the campaign will 

pursue social change through 

advocacy, public witness and 

speaking out in solidarity 

with those whose lives are 

publicly demeaned. All peo-

ple, not just Unitarian Univer-

salists, are invited to stand, 

speak, worship, march, roll, 

and live on the side of the 

love. 

For more information, please 

go to:  http://

www.standingonthesideoflov

e.org/ or go to  Facebook ,      

Youtube, Twitter or           

Flickr                 

Stand With Us!  
Standing on the Side of Love 

is a public advocacy cam-

paign, sponsored by the Uni-

tarian Universalist Associa-

tion, promoting respect for 

the inherent worth and dig-

nity of every person. Standing 

on the Side of Love will con-

front issues of exclusion, op-
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Minds are like 

parachutes, they only 

function when open. 

ðThomas Dewar 

Special Announcements:  

The Water Communion will be held in September ï REMEMBER to gather and keep your 

special water from your travels or your backyard to share during this special multi-generational 

in-gathering ceremony. 

Vanessa Self ï Director of Religious Education has a NEW email address: UUFD_RE 

@live.com. Vanessa is also on Facebook! 

Youth: Fun at the Rolling Thunder Bowling Lanes (see photo to left) 

Social Action Con to be held in Santa Fe ï De Anna Hoyle from Pagosah UU has extended 

the invitation to UUFD Mid/High Schoolers to go with the Pagosah Youth!  

If you have ALWAYS wanted to go to a UU Youth Con ï NOW is your chance!   

Contact Vanessa ï uufd_re@live.com for more info!  

Summer FUN!  

Childcare and childrenôs activities for ages walking to 10 yrs will be provided during the sum-

mer sessions. Be sure to check out the fun activities that will be offered every Sunday morn-

ing! Older children and youth are welcome to join in the classroom or in the worship service.   

http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/
mailto:uufd_re@live.com


There are still two of this 

yearôs new members for 

whom we have not published 

any biographical information, 

but we hope to do that this 

summer.  We regret that we 

failed to even mention that 

one of them, Karen Roberts, 

had joined.  That was on 

March 29, 2009, and we defi-

nitely DO welcome her.  

Karen has attended our ser-

vices for about a year and is 

also serving as our book-

keeper. 

On May 10 we officially wel-

comed, and our congregation 

pledged its support, to the 

members who had joined our 

fellowship since May 4, 2008.  

Now we stand ready to extend 

the hand of fellowship to 

those who might wish to join 

us between now and our next 

annual meeting in May 2010.  

If you like our approach to 

religion and have been attend-

ing our services long enough 

to become interested in mem-

bership, donôt hesitate to ask 

about it.  We can explain 

what is or is not expected of 

members and weôll try to 

answer any other questions 

you may have.  We donôt 

want to put any pressure on 

you, but we do want you to 

make an informed decision.  

You may speak with mem-

bership committee members 

Lois Carpenter, Melissa Lo-

pez or Kathy Redford or with 

outgoing President Ron 

Garst or incoming President 

Brooks Taylor.  Lois may be 

reached at 884-9722 or Lcar-

pen557@aol.com. 

New Members Welcomed to the Fellowship  

Planning for the Mountain Desert District (MDD) Annual Meeting 
and Delegate Assembly  

for those 18-24, and excellent 

(and affordable!) children and 

youth programming for those 

ages 2 - 18, too! 

 

The theme this year is 

"Spiritual Harmony: Celebrat-

ing The UU Religious Voice" 

and will feature a Thursday 

evening concert with the in-

comparable Holly Near for 

only $15! Can't make the con-

cert? No worries! She will 

also be our Keynote Speaker 

on Friday evening during the 

conference!  

 

The MDD Conference is for 

EVERYONE! Congregations 

do send delegates who must 

attend the Saturday business 

meeting, the rest of the con-

ference is all about fun! 

You'll make new friends, 

catch up with old friends, 

share meals, music and learn 

something new, too! UU folks 

from age 2 to 200 are encour-

aged to join in the experience 

of what is essentially an af-

fordable "Mini GA"! Those 

who come once often decide 

to come back every year! "It's 

not 'just' for Board Presidents 

and Ministers! It's for you, 

too!" 

Our MDD Annual Meeting 

and Conference this year will 

be centrally located in beauti-

ful Fort Collins, Colorado at 

the Marriott Hotel, October 

15-18. The planning commit-

tee hopes that it will be the 

"Biggest and Best 

Ever!" (Room rates at the 

hotel are just $99! Room rates 

are guaranteed until Septem-

ber 15th - reserve early for 

best selection!) 

Registration forms will be 

available soon, with a 

"sUUper saver" rate available 

until July 15, a reduced rate 
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Stand and watch the 

world go byðand it 

will.  

ðAnonymous 
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Child, House and Pet Sitting Available  

Sydney Andersen is home from college for the summer and available for house/pet sitting and 

babysitting.  Please call her at 909-6841 if you need help. 

UU Readers  Meeting set for August 9th  

UU Readers will not meet in July; for August 9 we will be reading and discussing Per Petterson, 

Out Stealing Horses. Join us, bring a lunch! 



Sunday Services for July/August 

 July 5  

 

Walker Percy's ñThe 

Moviegoerò 

 ð Brooks Taylor  

In this 1961 first novel, the Southern writer Walker Percy sets out themes that remain central to all 

of his fiction.  Binx Bolling, a not-quite-well thirty-year-old in New Orleans, inaugurates his con-

fused 'search' for self.  Percy portrays a world (ours) that discourages the search for self-

hood  combining existentialist, comic, and apocalyptic perspectives in this and subsequent novels. 

 

In this contemporary age when direct religious experience seems remote at best, transcendence may 

present in works of artistic expression: visual and literary.  Brooks Taylor is an avid reader and re-

reader of fiction and poetry from mid-Twentieth Century forward, and an active member of the 

UUFD Readers Group.  

July 19  

 

Lover Boy:  The Leg-

end of Don Juan  

ðJudith Reynolds  

The story of Don Juan, libertine and womanizer, has become a staple in novels, plays, poems and 

opera. Don Juan has surfaced in works by Moliere and Pushkin, Mozart and P.D.Q. Bach, not to 

mention films starring Errol Flynn and Bill Murray. Hero or villain, who is he, and why does he 

haunt us? 

  

Judith Reynolds is a journalist, biographer, and former art history professor. She holds graduate and 

undergraduate degrees from the University of Michigan and since her college years has been affili-

ated with Unitarian Universalist fellowships.  

July 26  

 

The Ramayana  

ð Sara Ransom  

If you wish to understand the heart and soul of northern India, you must learn the heart and soul of 

The Ramayana. Written in the honeyed poetry of devotion, this saga of gods and demons encom-

passes several heart-wrenching love stories, an epic battle, and the rise and fall of empires. While it 

tells the story of the prince Rama and his beloved Sita, the star of the show is the monkey god, Ha-

numan (who is Shiva in disguise). 

 

Sara lived as an independent spiritual renunciate for two years in northern India.  She lived chiefly 

among Hanuman devotees, in temples both on the plains and in the Himalayan foothills -- and re-

mains in touch to this day. 

August 2  

 

Antigone by Sopho-

cles  

-ï Judy Hook  

Sophocles' Antigone completes his trilogy which began with Oedipus Rex, chronicling the downfall 

of  the House of Laius.  Its main theme - the struggle to reconcile personal beliefs with the needs of 

society - has made it one of the most produced, translated, and adapted of all the Greek trage-

dies.  Although Antigone's decision to bury her brother, based upon moral, religious and familial 

loyalty, resonates strongly with modern audiences, King Creon's insistence that traitors be punished 

regardless of other considerations, cannot be dismissed out of hand.  

 

Judy Hook received her B.A. in Speech Communication from the University of Texas at El Paso and 

a Masters from San Diego State University.  She has taught speech, drama and English at all grade 

levels in Michigan, California and Colorado, and has been involved as an actress and director in 

many community theatre productions over the last 40 years.  

August 16  

 

The Power of Tolle: 

Thinkinô about the 

future, worryinô 

about the past ð 

Dinah Leavitt Swan  

Eckhart Tolleôs The Power of Now (1999) and A New Earth 2005 exploded into pop culture via the 

NY Times Bestseller List, the Internet and Oprah. We may not live in the now, but most of us have 

heard about it. This presentation overviews Eckhart Tolleôs ideas on awakened consciousness and 

focuses on his concept of the ego and his ideas about meditation as a portal to the Now. 

 

Dinah Swan retired from a 26-year teaching career at Fort Lewis College in 2001. She is a Fulbright 

Scholar and the author of 16 produced plays, 9 of which have won national awards. She is the outgo-

ing director of the Theatre Oxford International Ten Minute Play Competition. In retirement, Dinah 

continues to write fiction and to work as an advocate for animals. 
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Vanessa, A. J. and Margaret at the UUA General Assembly in Salt Lake City, seen with the UUFD banner made 

by Aline Schwob.  

The Guyôs Weekend at the Schwob cabin 

in La Plata Canyon.  Above left, John 

Schwob and Eb Redford overlooking the 

La Plata River.  Above and to the left, 

views from the Kennebec Mountain area.  

The Guyôs Weekend was a FROLIC 2009 

auction item.  

UUFD Happenings  


