
  

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

¶ Provide a home for individual 
spiritual search and religious de-
velopment. 

¶ Serve our community by putting 
our beliefs into action. 

¶ Provide religious education for all 
interested members and others. 

When Marilyn and I joined 

the fellowship in January 

2006, we could not have 

imagined how different it 

would be three years later 

and that I would be about 

to step down after serving 

three years on the board of 

trustees.  At that time we met in a crowded 

room in the Smiley Building, with the chil-

dren attending RE classes in rooms rented 

during the Sunday morning hours, and our 

coffee time was in the hallway.  Today we 

have a beautiful churchðone that is get-

ting better all the timeðand Bowman Hall, 

as well as our own parking lot and grounds 

that will be vastly improved with the im-

plementation of the landscape plan. 

We didnôt get everything done that I 

wanted to during my two-year tenure as 

president of the board, but we accom-

plished a lot and the momentum we have 

achieved will carry us into the future with 

more changes in the offing.  I want to 

thank the members of the current board 

who are completing their terms on June 

30ðnamely Matt Gauthier , Susan 

Koonce and Dave Rich.  Judy Hayes, 

secretary, left the board early to take over 

the Sunday Service Committee.  Jenny 

Bruell , an at-large member, will become 

the vice president and Don Hayes and 

Paul Malizewski will remain as treasurer 

and secretary, respectively.  Brooks Tay-

lor will become the new president of the 

board.  I wish the new board well as they 

continue the work we have started. 

I will no longer be president but that does 

not mean I will disappear.  Though I plan 

to reduce my level of activity for at least 

the next year, I will be editing the newslet-

ter, will remain active with the social ac-

tion committee and will remain part of the 

UUFD crew at the Manna Soup Kitchen, 

and have started working with the folks at 

Habitat for Humanityðalong with Susana 

Jones, Brooks Taylor and John Schwob.  

See you around the church.   Ron  

Stepping Down, But Not Out 
JUNE 2009 

On the Web at: 

http://www.durangouu.org 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST NOTES 

A NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST  

FELLOWSHIP OF DURANGO, COLORADO 

 
²Ŝ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴΧ 

¶ The inherent worth and dignity of 
every person 

¶ Justice, equity, and compassion in 
human relations 

¶ Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement of spiritual growth 
in our congregations 

¶ A free and responsible search for 
truth and meaning 

¶ The right of conscience and the use 
of the democratic process within 
our congregations and in society at 
large 

¶ The goal of a world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all 

¶ Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part. 

Cyber Chapel  
We make a living by what we get, 
we  make a life by what we give.

 τWinston Churchill 

 

 Katherine Burges Taking Over 
Programs 

At this time of transition, Katherine 

Burgess will become responsible for 

planning the Sunday Service pro-

grams.  First of all, I want to thank es-

pecially those of our members and 

friends that committed to one or more 

presentations during the last six 

months.  Second, I urge you to give 

specific feedback to Katherine on 

speakers you feel ought to be invited to 

return and on topics you would like to 

hear about.  Your input will be invalu-

able to her and will enhance the quality 

of our Sunday Services. Always, 

Brooks .  (See page six for additional 

information.)  

Stewardship Campaign Ex-
ceeds Goal 

The Stewardship Campaign exceeded 

its goal by a little over $1,000.  The 

goal was slightly less that last yearôs 

due to the economic recession.  We are 

pleased to not that a number of  

pledges are from new members.   

Thank you to all who pledged this year 

and if you have not had the opportunity  

to pledge, please see Ken Carpenter. 

The Board adjusted the budget in ac-

cordance with the pledges and pre-

sented it to the congregation in a spe-

cial meeting on May 31. 

 Services are held at 10:00 a.m. at:   

 419 San Juan Drive  

(corner of San Juan and Columbine) 

Childcare and Religious Education 

classes available for all ages.  

http://www.durangouu.org/
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Notes from the D.R.E.                         Vanessa Self: 970-884-9090 or uufd_re@live.com 

U P C O M I N G  R E  E V E N T S  

May 31 Last Day of Formal R.E. for the 2008-2098 church year!  
#ÈÉÌÄÃÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÇÅÓ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ɀ 10 yrs will be provided during the summer ses-
sions. Be sure to check out the  fun activities that will be offered every Sunday morning! 

June 7 Summer Fun Series Kick Off Event: Hike Colorado Trail at Junction Creek.  See info above or email 

Vanessa ï uufd_re@live.com  

Come on a hike with us! 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘΗ 

Who:  UU Kids, UU Youth, Family 

and Friends!  

What:  Hike on the Colorado Trail 

When:  Sunday, June 7, 10:00 am 

(meet at UUFD at 9:45 if you would 

like to carpool or if there are family 

members who want to hike and others 

who want to attend the service)   

Where:  Take Junction Creek Road 

(25th street) until you get to the trail-

head .  It is about 6 miles from Main 

Street.  Park at the second parking lot 

on the left 1.1 mile on the dirt road. 

Bring:  Water, Food, Friends, Dogs 

and even fishing rods if you want! 

WHY??? ---see below!  

This hike is part of our  UU Summer 
Family Fun Series ~ an effort to 
enjoy the summer together ɀ out-
doors as much as possible, and what 
better way to nurture out UU Spirits 
than to play together!  Since many 
families do not generally attend the 
services during the summer we want 
to find ways to continue to nurture 
ÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÔÉÅÓ ÁÓ 55ȭÓ 
ɀ if you have more ideas, please 
share them!   

)Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎÔȟ ÇÅÔ 
a partner, set it up, and Contact 
Vanessa for assistance in getting 
the word out - uufd_re@live.com  

This event is sponsored by Ceci, 
Mike, George, Carter, Vanessa, 
#ÏÄÙ ÁÎÄ !*Ȧ  ɉ4ÈÁÔ ÍÅÁÎÓ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÌ 
mix!)  

 

Important Contact Info 

UUFD DRE: Vanessa Self 970-884-
9090 or uufd_re@live.com 
 

 

 

Special RE Announcements:  

¶ The Summer Retreat will be held in July. We have some GREAT events and activities planned for the chil-
dren, youth and adults. Please plan to register early so we can ensure not only an adequate, but rather, exem-
plary experience for all! 

¶ Vanessa Self ɀ Director of Religious Education has a NEW email address: UUFD_RE @live.com 

Youth: 

¶ May 31st ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÕÒ ÌÁÓÔ $ÕÒÁÎÇÏ *ÏÅȭÓ ÄÁÙ ÕÎÔÉÌ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȢ  (ÏÐÅ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÍÅ ÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ ÕÐ 
that van!  

¶ June 7th  ÈÉËÅ ÄÁÙȣÓÕÐÅÒ ÆÕÎȣÓÅÅ ÉÎÆÏ ÁÂÏÖÅȦ  

¶ June 12th  BOWLING R*O*C*K*S  - Call/Text Vanessa for info and to sign up or find her on Facebook or 
ÅÍÁÉÌ ÈÅÒȣ ύϋτ-759-4913, uufd_re@live.com  

mailto:uufd_re@live.com
mailto:uufd_re@live.com
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Four Corners UU Retreat July 
10-12, 2009 

Itôs Baaaaack!  Time is fast approach-

ing for our Four Corners UU Summer 

Reteat, aka Summer Fun Time!  Itôs 

the second weekend in JulyðFriday, 

July 10 to Sunday, July 12.  Green re-

treat brochures are available on the 

welcome table at the back of the sanc-

tuary, and they are also being emailed 

to everyone on our church directory 

list.   

Where is it?  The retreat will again be 

at Pine Song on the banks of the Pine 

River, the home of Lois and Ken Car-

penter, 20 miles east of Durangoðone

-half mile before Vallecito Lake.  The 

printed brochure has a map and direc-

tions to the site.  Those who wish to 

camp two nights may come on Friday 

afternoon, set up their campsite and 

spend the night, although there are no 

official retreat activities until Saturday 

morning.  If you donôt want to camp, 

you may drive out and back each day 

or stay at a cabin near the lake. 

Who will be there?  We hope YOU 

will be there.  Our leader this year will 

be Dr. Charlie Clements, President and 

CEO of the Unitarian Universalist Ser-

vice Committee.  You may remember 

that Charlie filled our pulpit one Sun-

day last December.   

What will happen?  Charlie will lead a 

Saturday workshop entitled Finding 

Hope Where Hope Is Hard to Find and 

the Sunday worship service he calls 

The Arc of the Universe Doesnôt Bend 

by Gravity.  There will be child care 

for toddlers and supervised activities 

for children and youth.  Enjoy free 

time to hike, explore the area, make 

new friends.    Alsoðpotluck dinner, 

campfire, singing, star gazing. 

What is the cost?  Bargain prices!  

Adults--$25; Youth--$10; Ages 12 

and underðFree! 

Ready to sign up?  The registration 

form is in the brochure.  Fill it out, 

compute your fees, and send the 

form and your check to the address 

given so it will be received by Wed., 

July 1, unless you want to pay an 

extra $5 per adult/youth! 

MDD  Annual Meeting Oct. 
15-18  

We had a bit of difficulty with our 

prior 'mass mailing' to all of the con-

gregations in the Mountain Desert 

District, so we're giving it another 

try!   For some of you, this is the first 

official announcement of the 2009 

Mountain Desert District Annual 

Meeting and Delegate Assembly (for 

others..it's the 2nd one...but it contains 

some new/corrected information, so 

please DO read! 

We will  be sending out Official Regis-

tration Forms  within the next 24 

hours, so please do look for that email. 

 Our Conference this year will be 

centrally located for many of you, in 

beautiful Fort Collins, Colorado at 

the Marriott Hotel.   The planning 

committee hopes that it will be the 

"Biggest and Best Ever!"     (Room 

rates at the hotel are an awesome 

$99 dollars!  Room rates are guaran-

teed until September 15th - reserve 

early for best selection!) 

Please do just a few things for us right 

away, if you would :) 

1.  If you have an email list for your 

members, please forward them the 

registration form to them ASAP so 

that they may take advantage of the 

'sUUper Saver' rate that expires 

July 15th.  If you do not have an 

Email List, please do make the Forms 

available at your Services and perhaps 

include them in your next Newsletter 

Mailing or Summer Gatherings. 

2.  DO take a moment to mark your 

individual church calendars for Thurs-

day, October 15th through Sunday, 

October 18th so that your congrega-

tion may avoid scheduling anything 

SUPER exciting that weekend - thus 

forcing your members to choose be-

tween UU-fabulous options :)  As 

you'll see on the registration form, 

folks may choose to attend just the 

Concert on Thursday, just Saturday/

Sunday (2 day ticket), Friday-

Sunday (3 Day Ticket) or Register 

for the Concert & the Entire Confer-

ence and enjoy ALL 4 days!  Options 

abound!  The website will be up and 

running soon with more details! 

3.  If you haven't yet, please do re-

spond to this email and let us know 

we have the proper contact info for 

distributing Registration Forms and 

upcoming information about the Con-

ference. 

 4.  In addition to sending out Registra-

tion Forms, please also begin advertis-

ing the conference in your newsletters 

and orders of service!  The theme this 

year is "Spiritual Har-

mony: Celebrating The UU Reli-

gious Voice" and will feature a 

Thursday evening concert with the 

incomparable Holly Near for only 

$15!  Can't make the concert?  No wor-

ries!  She will also be our Keynote 

Speaker on Friday evening during the 

conference!  We have a sUUper 

Saver rate available for early birds, 

a reduced rate for those 18-

24 and excellent (and affordable!) 

children and youth programming 

for those ages 2 - 18, too!  

 5. And finally... Please DO let mem-

bers of your congregations know 

that MDD is for EVERYONE !  Con-

gregations do send delegates who must 

attend the Saturday business meeting, 

the rest of the conference is all about 

fun!  You'll make new friends, catch 

up with old friends, share meals, music 

and learn something new, too!   UU 

folks from age 2 to 200 are encouraged 

to join in the experience of what is es-

sentially an affordable "Mini 

GA"!    Those who come once often 

decide to come back every year! "It's 

not 'just' for Board Presidents and 

Ministers!  It's for you, too!"  

July-August newsletter deadline is 

June 24.  Send materials to Ron at 

ronmargarst@msn.com. 
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T H E  U N I T A R I A N  U N I V E R S A L I S T  F E L L O W S H I P  O F  D U R A N G O  P R E S E N T S  
A SUMMER SPEAKER SERIES 

 

ά.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ¢ŜȄǘǎ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜέ 
 

Sundays ,  10 :00  a .m. ,  June 7τAugus t  16 ,  2008 
419 San  Juan  Dr i ve ,  Du rango 

 
(Ch i ld  ca re  p rov ided .   Fu r the r  in fo rma t i on :   www.du rangouu.o rg ) 

 
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Durango (UUFD) is pleased to offer a Summer Speaker Series in 
нллф ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ  /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘŜȄǘǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴπ
centrate on the theme of bringing texts to life...by sound, modern adaptation, and/or reinterpretation.   
²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŦƛŜƭŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-violent com-
ƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ   

 

June 7 
Introductory Lecture: Bringing Texts to LifeτKatherine Burgess 

T his talk will examine how non-discursive sound and rhythm might be used to deepen the understanding 

of texts.  Subjects to be discussed will include: the rhythmic patterns of speech, the harmony and rhythm 

of music, the temporal aspect of sound, the sacred invocative aspect of sound, and the primal nature of unar-

ticulated speech.  Understanding the connections between sound and meaning can help bring written texts 

back to life.   

 

An active member of the UU Fellowship of Durango, Katherine moved to Durango in 2004.  She  has taught various 

courses in the humanities at Pueblo Community College and Fort Lewis College. 
 

 

     June 14 
     Origins of LanguageτShaila Van Sickle 

 

T he publication of Darwinôs ORIGIN OF SPECIES (1859) and DESCENT OF MAN (1871) led to one of the great paradigm shifts in our understanding of how humans came to be human. His theory of evo-

lution underlies much of the work of modern biologists and anthropologists.  Why, until the last decade, 

have some psychologists and most linguists ignored evolution? Today neuroscience is a burgeoning field. 

Psychologists, biologists, medical practitioners, and linguists are working together to advance theories about 

how humans process language. How does their current work on language processing shed light on how language might 

have originated?  

 

Shaila moved to Durango in 1974 to teach linguistics, history of the English language, and literature courses at Fort 

Lewis College.  Retiring in a beautiful place with good friends and good books has made for a very good life.    

 

 

June 21 
Poetry as Spiritual Practice:  A Way of Knowing, A Way of Making Known 

Doreen Hunter 

 

W hy do some poets regard the writing of poetry as a spiritual practice? What does contemporary poetry 

tell us about our spiritual condition? Texts to be considered include poems by Denise Levertov, Mary 

Oliver, Czeslaw Milosz, Stephen Dunn, and from the book Evensong: Contemporary American Poets on Spiri-

tuality (Bottom Dog Press, 2006). 
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A Professor of American History and Women's Studies at Fort Lewis College from 1980 to 2004, Doreen Hunter is an 

amateur poet, some days a Transcendentalist, and some days a Taoist. 

 

 

June 28 

Nonviolent Communication: A language of life, a path to peaceτTerry Swan 
 

N onviolent Communication techniques are often employed to create structures that support compassionate 

living.  Marshall Rosenberg has taught this dynamic new way of using language and nonverbal commu-

nication to transform potential conflicts into peaceful dialogue all over the world.  This presentation will intro-

duce the concepts and principles that can transform organizations and personal relationships in order to create mutual 

respect, compassion and cooperation. 

 

Terry Swan, a 26-year veteran of the United States Air Force, served in a variety of staff and flying assignments includ-

ing combat tours in Vietnam, Desert Storm and Bosnia, and as an instructor at the Air Force Academy.  He retired as a 

Colonel in 1996 and joined the faculty of the University of Mississippi where he taught a variety of communications 

courses. He retired from Ole Miss in 2008 to live full-time in Durango.  He is a pacifist. 

 

 

July 5 
²ŀƭƪŜǊ tŜǊŎȅϥǎ ά¢ƘŜ aƻǾƛŜƎƻŜǊέ τ Brooks Taylor 

 

I  n this 1961 first novel, the Southern writer Walker Percy sets out themes that remain central to all of his fic-

tion.  Binx Bolling, a not-quite-well thirty-year-old in New Orleans, inaugurates his confused 'search' for 

self.  Percy portrays a world (ours) that discourages the search for selfhood, combining existentialist, comic, 

and apocalyptic perspectives in this and his subsequent novels. 

 

In this contemporary age when direct religious experience seems remote at best, transcendence may present in works of 

artistic expression: visual and literary.  Brooks Taylor is an avid reader and re-reader of fiction and poetry from mid-

Twentieth Century forward, and an active member of the UUFD Readers Group. 

 

 

July 19 
Lover Boy:  The Legend of Don JuanτJudith Reynolds 

 

T he story of Don Juan, libertine and womanizer, has become a staple in novels, plays, poems and opera. 

Don Juan has surfaced in works by Moliere and Pushkin, Mozart and P.D.Q. Bach, not to mention films 

starring Errol Flynn and Bill Murray. Hero or villain, who is he, and why does he haunt us? 

  

Judith Reynolds is a journalist, biographer, and former art history professor. She holds graduate and under-

graduate degrees from the University of Michigan and since her college years has been affiliated with Unitarian Univer-

salist fellowships.  

 

July 26 

The Ramayana τ Sara Ransom 
 

I  f you wish to understand the heart and soul of northern India, you must learn the heart and soul of The 

Ramayana. Written in the honeyed poetry of devotion, this saga of gods and demons encompasses several 

heart-wrenching love stories, an epic battle, and the rise and fall of empires. While it tells the story of the 

prince Rama and his beloved Sita, the star of the show is the monkey god, Hanuman (who is Shiva in dis-



6 

guise). 

 

Sara lived as an independent spiritual renunciate for two years in northern India.  She lived chiefly among Hanuman 

devotees, in temples both on the plains and in the Himalayan foothills -- and remains in touch to this day. 

 

 

August 2 
Antigone by Sophocles ς Judy Hook 

 

S ophocles' Antigone completes his trilogy which began with Oedipus Rex, chronicling the downfall of  the 

House of Laius.  Its main theme - the struggle to reconcile personal beliefs with the needs of society - has 

made it one of the most produced, translated, and adapted of all the Greek tragedies.  Although Antigone's de-

cision to bury her brother, based upon moral, religious and familial loyalty, resonates strongly with modern 

audiences, King Creon's insistence that traitors be punished regardless of other considerations, cannot be dis-

missed out of hand.  

 

Judy Hook received her B.A. in Speech Communication from the University of Texas at El Paso and a Masters from San 

Diego State University.  She has taught speech, drama and English at all grade levels in Michigan, California and Colo-

rado, and has been involved as an actress and director in many community theatre productions over the last 40 years. 

 

 

August 16 

¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ƻƭƭŜΥ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ τ Dinah Leavitt Swan  

 

E ckhart Tolleôs The Power of Now (1999) and A New Earth 2005 exploded into pop culture via the NY 

Times Bestseller List, the Internet and Oprah. We may not live in the now, but most of us have heard 

about it. This presentation overviews Eckhart Tolleôs ideas on awakened consciousness and focuses on his 

concept of the ego and his ideas about meditation as a portal to the Now. 

 

Dinah Swan retired from a 26-year teaching career at Fort Lewis College in 2001. She is a Fulbright Scholar 

and the author of 16 produced plays, 9 of which have won national awards. She is the outgoing director of the Theatre 

Oxford International Ten Minute Play Competition. In retirement, Dinah continues to write fiction and to work as an 

advocate for animals. 

 

 

Katherine Burgess takes over Sunday Programs 

Iôm excited about searching for interesting and knowledgeable speakers for 2009 and 2010, but I could sure use every-

oneôs help!  Feel free to offer suggestions, volunteer someone you know, or volunteer to speak yourself.  Donôt be shy. 

It has been suggested that a series of talks be based on the 7 Unitarian Principles.  Iôm hoping to follow that suggestion 

and dedicate the first Sunday of every month to one of the principles.  If you know someone who could speak to one of 

these principles, please let me know.  The other three Sundays will be taken up with regularly scheduled services, such 

as the flower communion, intergenerational services, guest ministers, and other speakers.  This is just a preliminary plan.  

I hope to roll up my sleeves and get busy with a hard schedule as soon as possible. 

Donôt forget to collect some water from your summer travels to add to the pot at our annual Water Communion. 

Meanwhile, I hope everyone is planning to attend one or all of our Summer Speaker sessions.  These services will pro-

vide a great opportunity to introduce visitors, local friends, and relatives to the Unitarian Universalist experience.   We 

could still use volunteers to handle meeting/greeting, coffee preparation and cleanup, and music.  We know that no one 

likes a structured summer, so we hope youôll all just pitch in on the Sundays you are here.  Donôt wait to be asked! 

Katherine  
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There are still two of 

this yearôs new mem-

bers for whom we have 

not published any bio-

graphical information, 

but we hope to do that this summer.  

We regret that we failed to even men-

tion that one of them, Karen Roberts, 

had joined.  That was on March 29, 

2009, and we definitely DO welcome 

her.  Karen has attended our services 

for about a year and is also serving as 

our bookkeeper. 

On May 10 we officially welcomed, 

and our congregation pledged its sup-

port, to the members who had joined 

our fellowship since May 4, 2008.  

Now we stand ready to extend the 

hand of fellowship to those who might 

wish to join us between now and our 

next annual meeting in May, 2010.  If 

you like our approach to religion and 

have been attending our services long 

enough to become interested in mem-

bership, donôt hesitate to ask about it.  

We can explain what is or is not ex-

pected of members and weôll try to 

answer any other questions you may 

have.  We donôt want to put any pres-

sure on you, but we do want you to 

make an informed decision.  You may 

speak with membership committee 

members Lois Carpenter, Melissa Lo-

pez or Kathy Redford or with outgoing 

President Ron Garst or incoming Presi-

dent Brooks Taylor.  Lois may be 

reached at 884-9722 or Lcar-

pen557@aol.com.  Lois  

 

 We Welcomed New Members 

  

 

Congregational Meeting Held 
on May 17, 2009 

After an abbreviated Sunday service, 

the congregation held its annual busi-

ness meeting.  Ron Garst, president, 

presided at the meeting.  Reports from 

the board and various committees 

showed considerable progress in the 

past year, despite the economic slow-

down.  The Long Range Plan is pro-

gressing nicely, with many of the ac-

tions in the 5-year plan already com-

pleted or in progress.  Substantial pro-

gress has been made on the windows , 

stage, and landscape planning.  New 

doors for the sanctuary are on order 

and will be installed soon.   

The caring committee is functioning 

well, providing services when needed 

and just completed a workshop on car-

ing facilitated by Rev Liz McMaster. 

Religious Education is progressing 

nicely with the implementation of the 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) curriculum.   

Our membership has reached a mile-

stone as we now have 100 members.  

Social Action continues to work at the 

Manna Soup Kitchen, clean roads, and 

recently sponsored the showing of a 

local film Heart and Soil  in coopera-

tion with the Durango Food Bank.   

We were unable to vote on the FY2010 

budget because many pledges had not 

yet been received.  That vote was post-

poned until May 31 when a special 

meeting will be held after the service. 

Three changes to the Bylaws were pro-

posed by the Board of Trustees.  The 

first two concerned membership on the 

Board of Trustees.  The two changes 

read as follows:  ñNo member of the 

fellowshipôs paid staff shall serve on 

the Board of Trustees.ò  ñTwo mem-

bers of the same nuclear family may 

not serve on the Board of Trustees at 

the same time.ò  After discussion the 

congregation decided to separate these 

two proposals and vote on them sepa-

rately.  Both proposals passed.   

The third proposed amendment called 

for dropping the following sentence: 

ñNo member of the board may serve as 

chair of a committee.ò  Discussion 

pointed out the apparent conflict be-

tween this change and the earlier 

changes.  The proposed change was 

approved by the congregation.   

The new Board of Trustees was ap-

proved unanimously. The new board 

will be as follows: 

Brooks TaylorðPresident 

Jenny BruellðVice President 

Don HayesðTreasurer 

Paul MalizewskiðSecretary 

Judith ReynoldsðAt Large 

Dwight BurgessðAt Large 

Terri RehermanðAt Large 

Ceci McQuinn will serve as the RE 

Liaison member of the board. 

The congregation also approved unani-

mously a new Nominating Committee 

whose members are: 

John Schwobðone-year term 

Vanessa Selfðone-year term 

Susan Koonceðtwo-year term.   

Minutes of the meeting will be avail-

able when approved by the Board of 

Trustees at its June 1 meeting.  

A Note from Marilyn 

Many thanks to those who helped 

bring about a second successful Recital 

Series.  I would especially like to ac-

knowledge the following members and 

friends for their contributions: Teresa 

Jordanðbrochures, publicity (ads in 

papers, notices to radio stations, poster 

distribution), Judith Reynoldsðmusic 

illustration for brochures, Ron Garstð

posters, programs, Ann Smith-

reception coordinator, Dennis 

Aronson, Connie Cummins, Gayle Ta-

laga, Liza Tregillusðticket sales, and 

Tricia Baylessðpage turning.  Thanks 

to all who contributed food, beverages, 

flowers and helped with set-up and 

clean-up at the receptions.  Finally, I 

would like to thank those who made 

special contributions, including (by 

surname) Schwob, Hayes, Burgess, 

Koonce/Lyons, Smith, Barron, 

Bayless, Carpenter, and Redford. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

 

2 3 

Board of 
Trustees, 5-
7 PM 

4 5 6 

7 

Bringing Texts to 
LifeτKatherine Bur-
gess 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 

Origins of Lan-
guageτShaila Van 
Sickle 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 

Poetry as Spiritual 
PracticeτDoreen 
Hunter 

22 23 24  Dead-
line for July
-Aug. 
newsletter 

25 26 27 

28 

Nonviolent Com-
municationτTerry 
Swan 

29 30     

       

June 2009 


