
 

Our Mission Statement 
 

 Provide a home for individual 
spiritual search and religious de-
velopment. 

 Serve our community by putting 
our beliefs into action. 

 Provide religious education for all 
interested members and others. 

As the grass begins to 

green-up, the fellowship 

too is coming out of the 

winter season.  In April and 

early May three events are 

scheduled.  First, our an-

nual Stewardship Cam-

paign began on May 29.  

This year we will have a number of dinners 

for members and friends.  Everyone will be 

invited to join one of the dinners. We will 

have a chance to socialize and share the 

role of the fellowship in our lives and to 

share our aspirations and concerns about 

the fellowship.  At the dinners, members 

and friends will be able to make their 

pledge for next year.  Those unable to at-

tend a dinner or who are not ready to make 

a pledge at the dinner will be contacted for 

a personal visit by member of the Steward-

ship Campaign. 

The final recital of the 2008-09 series will 

be at 7:00 PM Friday, May 1 at the church.  

Louis Steele will play the classical guitar 

and will have a special guest to perform 

with him on at least one work.  After the 

recital, guests will be invited for a recep-

tion in Bowman Hall. 

The first annual auction, Frolic 2009, will 

take place on Saturday, May 2.  The pri-

mary reason for the auction is to have 

some fun and second, to make some 

money for the fellowship.  Many items 

have already been donated.  We need of-

ferings that range from a week in a vaca-

tion home to a loaf of homemade bread.  

Let us know what you would like to see 

offered and we will see if we can get 

someone to donate the item or service.  At 

many UU churches the annual auction is 

one of the social highlights of the year. All 

proceeds from the auction will be used on 

a special project to be determined by the 

board.  Mark your calendar now! 

  Ron 
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We Believe in… 

 The inherent worth and dignity of 
every person 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in 
human relations 

 Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement of spiritual growth 
in our congregations 

 A free and responsible search for 
truth and meaning 

 The right of conscience and the use 
of the democratic process within 
our congregations and in society at 
large 

 The goal of a world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all 

 Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 

Cyber Chapel  
 

Minds are like parachutes ð

they only function when open.  

                   Thomas Dewar  

  

 

Earth Day Celebration!    

Mark your calendars for Wed., April 22, as 

we celebrate Earth Day at the fellow-

ship.  The Social Action Committee, along 

with the Durango Food Bank and the local 

chapter of Slow Food, will have a potluck 

at 5:30 followed by the screening of the 

movie ñHeart & Soil,ò about local and sus-

tainable food production.  The filmmaker 

herself will introduce the film and facilitate 

a discussion afterwards.  We are asking for 

a $10 donation for the Food Bank.  Donôt 

forget to bring your kids!  More details 

later.  

Please, Leave Your Dog at Home 

The Board has recently voted to not allow 

dogs in Bowman Hall or the Sanctuary. 

Granted, most of us are dog lovers; how-

ever, we want all our members and guests 

to feel comfortable and safe at our church. 

All dogs on the grounds need to be on a 

leash or in their vehicle. Please remove any 

waste your animal may leave. Our con-

cerns are several. Many members and 

guests have allergies related to dogs, caus-

ing discomfort. Another issue is the possi-

ble legal implications if a dog were to trip 

an elderly person of bite a child. Please 

respect our wishes. We seek only to make 

our UU community one that provides a 

comfortable and safe space for individuals 

to worship. 

Newsletter Changes Planned 

Katherine Burgess is stepping down as 

the regular editor of the newsletter and 

Ron Garst will be taking over.  Katherine 

will serve as editor whenever Ron is out 

of town.  Look for submission guidelines 

elsewhere in this newsletter.   

 Services are held at 10:00 a.m. at:   

 419 San Juan Drive  

(corner of San Juan and Columbine) 

 

Childcare and Religious Education classes 

http://www.durangouu.org/


Notes from the D.R.E.             Vanessa Self: 970-884-9090 or  vanessaswenk@hotmail.com  
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April 5  Please bring your filled eggs back early so we have time to hide them for the big Egg Hunt next week.  

April 12  

 

Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Service ï Be ready for some fun at the Annual Easter Egg Hunt ! We will be handing 

out eggs to REUSE from previous years in advance. 

May 10 Multigenerational Flower Communion- All Ages are welcome in the sanctuary for the duration of this multigenera-

tional service. There will be no classes K-5th as children are invited and encouraged to participate in the full service.  

(Preschool and Nursery will be combined with childcare provided.) 

May 31 Last Day of Regular R.E. classes-  ñSummer Sundaysò program begins. If you would be interested in leading Sum-

mer Sundays on a regular basis ï this is a paid position - $40/Sunday- please let Vanessa know. 
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 Spring is Here! 

The Spring Equinox 

has come and warmer 

weather has arrived, 

even if in fits and 

starts! Spring is a 

time of renewal and rebirth and an oppor-

tunity to celebrate the beauty and wonder 

of the earth.  In April we have several spe-

cial activities that will give us the opportu-

nity to share in the pleasure of the season 

with friends. 

First is Easter Sunday - April 12th:  The 

R.E. committee,  the grounds committee, 

and some valuable volunteers will offer an 

unforgettable  Easter Egg Hunt. Children 

will have the opportunity to hunt eggs 

filled with not only candy, but also prize 

tokens, and most importantly, tickets for 

seeds and bulbs!  Following the egg hunt, 

planting will ensue! Prepared areas will be 

available and children and adults will work 

together to plant flower seeds and bulbs.  

After looking through some photos from 

years past, it was impressive at how crea-

tive our congregation has been.  The Easter 

service has traditionally seen congregants 

wearing beautiful (as well as wild and 

wacky) hats and bonnets, playing ñeggò 

games, wearing amazing costumes and 

ñSunday bestò outfits, and always lots of 

smiling faces. 

We hope this year will be just as memora-

ble! 

We hope you plan to come! Please bring a 

hat or bonnet, a snack to share in Bowman 

Hall, work clothes, shovels, and please 

plan to stay longer than usual so you can 

partake in the planting part of the dayôs 

activities.   

On April 22 the Social Action Committee 

will be offering a unique way to celebrate 

earth day.  A Durango-made movie called 

ñHeart and Soilò will be shown and a dis-

cussion with folks from the Slow Foods 

group about ethical eating will follow.  

Children and youth have been invited to 

bring homemade baked goods or other 

food item to sell as a fundraiser for chil-

drenôs and youth programming.  All are 

encouraged to learn more about what 

ñethical eatingò means and how our eating 

habits affect the earth. 

A volunteer is needed to help coordinate 

ñBake Saleò if there is to be one. If you 

would be interested, please call Vanessa 

Self, Director of Religious Education. 

Spring is nature's way of saying, "Let's 

party!"  ~Robin Williams 

Youth Events Coming Up 
The 3rd Sunday of each month the Youth go to Durango Joeôs Coffee for Fun & Fellowship. We talk and play games and its FREE!  

We have prizes, activities, and more every Sunday!  

The Youth are working on a project to design their own T-Shirts for sale in Bowman Hall and to donate funds to a local charity and 

fund a fun activity for themselves- so far a trip to Ignacio to the Rolling Thunder Bowling alley is winning!  

Great New Ideas Coming from the Congregation 

Summer FUUn Days for Families: Two families come together to plan an event, hike, picnic, or activity (meal, swimming, bike ride, 

game night, camping trip, etc.), then invite all other Fellowship families to attend.  If youôd like to pair up with another family to 

plan a FUUn Day please contact Vanessa. Weôd like to see one or two activities offered each month during the summer.   

Circle Suppers and Kids Night to Team Up!  Starting in September 2009 ï On the third Saturday of each month, when circle suppers 

are offered, a Kids Night will also be offered.  Parents will be encouraged to attend circle suppers and kids will have the opportunity 

to share in a pizza and movie night (or other activity) with their friends from church at Bowman Hall.  Each month, on a rotating 

basis, two sets of parents will be in charge of planning and supervising the Kids Night. This will be a great way for kids and adults to  

socialize and have fun in a safe environment and for more adults with young children to participate in Circle Suppers.   

REMINDER: Please register your Children and Youth if they plan to participate in the UUFD Religious Education program during at 

least 3 Sundays this year.  Registration form are available in the hallway at UUFD.   

mailto:vanessaswenk@hotmail.com
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Mystics, Hinduism, Caring and Passages are Topics for April 2009 

April 5: 
Mystics Among Us 

You may be a mystic and not know it. You may think you are a mystic and not be. What makes an experi-

ence mystical? Does a mystical experience make one a mystic? Is there any turning back from mysticism? 

These and other questions will be examined in this sermon. Most of us have brief moments of clarity when 

seasons are about to change. Some clarity is mystical and some clarity is just a moment of making sense. 

Oddly, it is often when we are most confused that we come closest to understanding the nature of life. 

 

Rev. Zakir Lawrence Henson is the current minister at the UU Congregation of the Grand Valley in Grand 

Junction. Though he came to ministry late spiritual pursuits have always been part of Zakirôs life. He was 

initiated by Pir Vilayat Inayat Khan in the Sufi Order International almost 20 years ago. The name ñZakirò 

was given him by his Sufi teacher 16 years ago. It means óto remember God in everything.ô For him that 

means to look at everything as sacred. 

He is an advocate of the free church and the free pulpit tradition that our congregations were founded upon. 

His is a message of spiritual liberty which springs from both the Unitarian Universalist 7th principle and his 

Sufi training. 

April 12: 
Caring for Others 

Rev. Liz McMaster is an ordained Unitarian Universalist minister living in Albuquerque, NM.  Her Master 

of Divinity degree is from Harvard Divinity School; she has served congregations in North Carolina, Flor-

ida, Colorado, Virginia, New Mexico and Pennsylvania, and now consults with organizations on conflict 

management, long-range planning, fund raising and other church-related subjects.  She has been active in 

justice work: civil rights, feminist issues, gay concerns and environmental causes.  She has preached to the 

UUFD on several occasions over the past few years. 

At the time of publication Rev. McMaster was traveling in East Africa and unavailable for details on her 

sermon topic. 

April 19: 
An Unusual Relig-
ion? The Cultural 
Construction & 
Deconstruction of 
Hinduism 

Arenôt all religions ñunusualò; well yes, but Hinduism is the ultimate of peculiarity. Recent research has 

uncovered previously unknown details about the syncretism of early South Asia religion. We also know that 

colonial British interpretation needs to be deconstructed for obvious gender misunderstandings. And finally, 

Hinduism is today available to more people as a world religion because of modern Information Technology. 

 

Recently retired as Professor of Anthropology from Fort Lewis College, Professor Don Gordon taught Eth-

nology of India for 32 years and made two research trips to India in l969 and 1984-5. Since Hinduism is a 

way of life as well as a religious system, he was exposed to and interested in Indiaôs religions as well as his 

principal interest in social forestry. 

 

His first 3-month sojourn to India in 1969 as a graduate student at the University of Oregon involved a re-

evaluation of a 10-year Ford Foundation project on American political science courses at Indian universi-

ties. The second trip was a year sabbatical to India to focus on the raging debate over who was responsible 

for the deforestation and degradation of the lower Himalayas: local Pahari peoples or maaldars (ñrichò lum-

ber companies).  He is an active member of the Fellowship.  

April 26—
Passages 

Each year the Jefferson UU Church in Denver invites its 9th grade class, along with others from the Front 

Range, to an extensive study of Native American Culture, culminating in trip to Navaho and Hopi lands 

during spring break.  In this service ówe share experiences we learned and grew from as we formed a UU 

community on our 10-day odyssey to northern Arizona.ô  The worship service is fully organized and exe-

cuted by the students on the study team. 

 

The UUFD hosts the group on both legs of their trip to Arizona.  Connie Cummins of our Fellowship is an 

alumna of this trip and will serve as Worship Leader. 

 

Guidelines for Submitting News-
letter Material 

Beginning on April 22, when submissions 

for the next newsletter are due, send them 

to Ron Garst at ronmargarst@msn.com. 

Please do not format the material in any 

wayðno columns, no bold or italics, no 

color and do not use multiple fronts.  I will 

format everything as it goes into the news-

letter.  If you format the text it is harder for 

me to move it into the program we use, 

which is Microsoft Publisher.  Please use 

Word and attach the submission to an 

email.  The goal is to create a newsletter 

with the same layout and look each month 

so you will know where to look for things.  

For example, RE news will always be on 

page two and upcoming programs on page 

three.  Flyers should be submitted in Word. 

Questions? Call me at 385-8668. 



The membership commit-

tee is working on plans 

for our first New Mem-

ber Dinner.  Guests will 

be members who have 

joined our Fellowship 

during the last year or so 

and a like number of long-time members 

who are active in the life of the church.  

We are grateful for Ron and Marilyn Garst 

volunteering to host the dinner at their 

home on April 11 with the old timers 

bringing the food.  Invitations will be sent 

soon. 

Please give a welcome handshake to three 

new members who joined our Fellowship 

last month.  They are Dawenwalker and 

Ann and Graham Smith, who have all 

attended our services over the last year and 

a half.  We expect to have some biographi-

cal information about Dawenwalker in a 

future newsletter. 

A couple of years ago Ann and Graham 

moved to Durango from Farmington, 

where they had been for 13 years.  They 

met in southern California where they both 

grew up and are the parents of four grown 

children who live on the west coast and in 

Dallas. 

Graham, now mostly retired, is a medical 

oncologist who received his training at 

Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston.  

They lived in Bethesda, MD, where he 

worked at the National Institutes of Health, 

and then in Dallas, TX where their chil-

dren grew up and Graham was a professor 

at Southwestern Medical School.  Ann 

used her degree in biological illustration to 

work as an illustrator for scientific publica-

tions and later did medical social work.  

She went back to art in the 70ôs and has 

been painting ever since.  We enjoyed her 

watercolors in Bowman Hall last fall and 

will have a chance to see more of her work 

at the new library in Durango in May and 

June. 

Ann says they never had a religious affilia-

tion before, having always guarded Gra-

hamôs weekends off for family time.  They 

are delighted to live in Durango and have 

truly enjoyed making new friends here.  

And we are delighted they have chosen to 

join our Fellowship! 

  Lois 
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Meet our New Members: Dawenwalker and Ann and Graham Smith 

 

APRIL 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 Mystics Among 

Us 

6  Board of 

Trustees, 5-7 
PM 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 EasterτCaring 

for Others 

UU Readers 

13 14 15 

RE Committee 
5:00 PM 

16 

Hospitality 
Cmt. 10:00 am 

17 18  Circle Suppers 

19 An Unusual 

Religion? Hinduism 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 Passages 

WOW Meeting 

27 28 29 30   



Unitarian Universalist Notes 

       

WHAT:    UUFDõS 1ST ANNUAL SERVICE AUCTION  

WHEN:   SATURDAY      MAY 2 ND   6:00 p.m.  

WHERE:   UUFD 

WHO:   ALL AGES   (child care available)  

WHY:   FROLICING FUN & FELLOWSHIP,  

FUNDS FOR OUR LANDSCAPING  

HOW:   START DONATING NOW,  

THEN COME BID AT THE EVENT.  

   (donation forms & ideas available at church)  

FREE  

FEATURES:   FOOD, WINE, FROLIC - ING FUN  

ADMISSION:  A MERE $5.00  
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