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As we all anticipate the
arrival of spring, we turn
our attention not only to the
changing season, but to the

8 change of the church fiscal
year, which occurs on July 1.
The Nominating Committee has started its
interviews of current board members and
will be recruiting new members to fill
upcoming vacancies. Also, committee
chairs will be recruiting new members.
Rather than waiting for someone to ask
you to be on the board or a committee,
think about how you would like to con-
tribute to our lay-led fellowship. You
could serve on the board or one of the
many committees. If you are interested in
serving on the board please give a call to
John Schwob (382-9626), Tricia Bayless
(875-2618) or Vanessa Self (884-9090),
the members of the Nominating Commit-
tee.

We are also doing a first draft of the
FY2009-2010 fellowship budget. All com-
mittees have been notified to submit their
requests by March 8th. Committee chairs
were advised to keep their requests mod-
est due to the current economic situation.
We will present a preliminary budget
when we kick off the annual stewardship
campaign (aka the pledge drive) on
March 29. All of this is in preparation for
the May 17 Recognition Sunday and an-
nual congregational meeting. On that

day we will honor those who have con-
tributed their time and talent to the fel-
lowship. Since we are lay-led and have a
limited budget, the fellowship could not
function without the work of a lot of fine
folks. Also, we will present the budget
based on the results of the stewardship
campaign and the Nominating Committee
will present a slate of candidates for the
Board of Trustees and for the Nominating
Committee (our bylaws call for the elec-
tion of the Nominating Committee mem-
bers).

Another thing we are planning for the
spring is a Service Auction. The main
purpose s are to have some fun and to
raise money for the fellowship. Many UU
churches use auctions as their main fund
raising activity outside of the pledge
drive. You will be hearing more about
the Service Auction, which is currently
scheduled for Saturday, May 27,

March 2009

On the Web at:
http://www.durangouu.org

Our Mission
Statement

e Provide a home for
individual spiritual
search and religious
development.

e  Serve our community
by putting our beliefs
into action.

e  Provide religious edu-
cation for all inter-
ested members and
others.

If you are new to the fellowship and
would like to get to know more people,
one of the best ways is to join in on the
Circle Suppers. These are potluck din-
ners held at member’s homes on the third
Saturday of each month. We take turns
hosting a group of 6 to 10 guests, depend-
ing on the number of people that can be
accommodated in the host’s home. The
hosts provide appetizers and the guests

Cyber Chapel

Nothing in life is to be
fearedi it is only to be
understood.
Marie Curie

We Believe in...

and in society at large

e The inherent worth and dignity of every person

e Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations
e Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations
e A free and responsible search for truth and meaning

e The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations

e The goal of a world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all

e Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
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Notes from the D.R.E. Vanessa Self: 970-884-9090
S Prayer:f rom o0Traditions with a Winkdéd by Kate Tweedie Erslev
" “The UU Approach to prayer reflects the ambivalence with which we view tradition. On one hand, we find repeti-
tious prayer can be mindless or worse, hypocritical, whe ththe meaning is lost. We find prayer had been used in
the past to discourage change and questioning. Once, in many public schools, the Lord’s prayer was recited
every morning along with the Pledge of Allegiance. UU’s are among the groups who encourage separation of
church and state. Yet, we don’t want to lose the power of prayer to focus our thoughts, to comfort us, and to help us connect with
God, our spiritual place, Sacred Mystery, Ultimate Reality, or whichever terms help us. Prayer is a spiritual tool that is used in
every religion. We need it in our faith, too...There are several kinds of prayers. We don’t expect prayers to change things by
themselves, like Please give me a new bicycle God. Instead, we know that people change things, and that prayers change peo-
ple. A prayer can be simply silence, it can be meditation. One UU minister, when asked about a prayer at bedtime, suggested a
prayer that includes one thing that you are thankful for, one thing that you are sorry for, and one thing that you are hopeful for.”
How do you feel about prayer? Consider the following. Vanessa
Bedtime Prayer Thoughts for UU Kids YO UTH CAI'E N DAR
(and You!)
March 1st Theme: Prayers
e  Think of the things you are THANKFUL OPrayers as supplication cangt c
for today. people and people can change|liyv
*  Think of something you feel SORRY Pl ay a OMemoryé game, learn|som
that you said of did, and prayers, and have the chance to come up with some of our own{
e any way you can make it right.
e  Think about something you HOPE will,
happen, and any way you March 8th TBA
® canhelp it to happen. March15th |[Dur ango Joeds Coffee and Gamg Da
e Think about being in a PLACE of Joeds and
BEAUTY or a FAVORITE . .

: ) feel safe and aood enjoy fun and fellowship! Togay
® Pacewhereyouleel sale and good. Case Scenarioé and talk abouf{ sk
e  Think about the people you love and

their love for you. March 22nd | Genesis and Evolution: Our faith is one which encourages the Use
e See each person’s face in your mind. of reason and that is comfortable with changing if our under-
e Give them a goodnight smile! standings change. We honor the book of Genesis and will look fit
is in its poetic legendary context.
UPCOMING RE EVENTS Actoutt he o6Scopes Trialé , makg bu
about our UU tradition and beliefs

March 18

R.E. Committee Meeting— 5:30-7:30 The R.E. committee welcomes new members and visitors to all our meetings.
They are held on the 3" Wednesday of every month. This month we will be talking more about our Summer Retreat
plans and voting on our proposed budget for next year.

March 22

Child Dedication Ceremony 0 If you and your children are new to the fellowship or have a “new addition” in your
family, this Ceremony is for you! Please contact Vanessa Self if you would like to participate in a Naming or Child
Dedication ceremony. R.E. classes will be held as usual following the ceremony (which will take place at the begin-
ning of the service.)

March 29

Bags of Recycled Easter Eggs (from prior year egg hunts) will be passed out to ALL — please plan to get some to fill
and bring back next week

April 5

Please bring your filled eggs back today so we have time to hide them for the big Egg Hunt next week.

April 12

0 Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Service 0 Be ready for some fun at the Annual Easter Egg Hunt | We will be handing
out eggs to REUSE from previous years in advance. We ask that anyone and everyone f{ills the eggs with small indi-
vidually wrapped candies/toys/ ???, and brings them back so we can hide them (and find them!) again this year.

May 10

Multigenerational Flower Communion- All Ages are welcome in the sanctuary for the duration of this multigen-
erational service. There will be NO CLASSES K-5" (Preschool and Nursery will be combined with childcare.)

May 31

Last Day of Regular R.E. classes- 0 Summer Sundayso prliyouwaudd bé iatgrésted in leading

Summer Sundays on a regular basis — this is a paid position - $40/Sunday- please let Vanessa know.

RE Contact Information: Vanessa Self: vanessaswenk@hotmail.com or 970-884-9090
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

e were pleased to

welcome three new
members this month: Kath-
leen Adams, John Lyons
and Chris Wiehage. John
Lyons is married to Susan Koonce, who
became a member earlier. Both of them
have participated actively in the life of
the church for some time, and John done
a number of our Sunday service presen-
tations. His undergraduate degree is in
electrical engineering from the Polytech-
nic Institute of New York University. This
led to a 30 year career with NASA design-
ing scientific spacecraft and experi-
ments. In mid-career John became inter-
ested in psychology and began a period
of evening class study that spanned a
decade and culminated in a PhD in De-
velopmental Psychology. His interests
vary from the ordinary (golf and skiing),
to the extraordinary (volunteer tax pre-
parer for the IRS).

Have you been thinking about mem-
bership? Perhaps you have been attend-

o

ing our services for a time and find that
our approach to religion appeals to you.
If so, please don’t hesitate to ask about
membership. We can explain about the
simple process of joining and what is
expected of those who become mem-
bers. No one will pressure you, but we’ll
try to answer any questions you may have
so you can make an informed decision.
Please speak with anyone on the mem-
bership committee—Lois Carpenter,
Melissa Lopez or Kathy Redford. Or
talk with our president, Ron Garst. Lois
may be reached at
Lecarpen557@aol.com or 884-9722.

Lois

HOSPITALITY NEWS

7 | Vhanks to everyone who
contributed to the suc-

cess of our Valentine Mys-
tery Buddy Potluck-Brunch

# on Sunday, February

15. What an amazing variety of delicious
food items we all enjoyed! From the
youngest in the RE program to the adult

March Services

March 1
Separation of Church & State:

seniors, everyone took pleasure in this
intergenerational activity. Good food
and good fellowship are our common

joys.

Thanks to our Sweetheart Coffee

Crew: Joanna ("].].") Jennings, Teresa
Jordan, Judith Reynolds, John Schiffel,
Brooks Taylor, Janice Taylor, UU Read-
ers, Kathy Redford, and Jenny Vier-
ling. These folks signed-up at the recep-
tion table in Bowman Hall to help with
either the set-up or clean-up duties for
one of the Sundays in February.

Help is needed for the coffee social time
following worship services every Sun-
day. The Hospitality Committee is asking
for help from the MEN IN MARCH. March
is named for the Mars, the Roman god of
war. We are asking the men in the fel-
lowship to "make coffee, not war." So,
sign-up, gentlemen. Your efforts will be
greatly appreciated.

Theresa

g

A Basic Right That Also Shields Other Constitutional Rights

Robert White

he First Amendment’s protection of our religious liberty from governmental interference has its opponents. A review of
its origins and evolution shows that we must be vigilant in protecting this fundamental right.

Long time member Robert G. White brings his professional experience as attorney and public servant to this timely topic.
Robert is a former President of the Fellowship, and currently serves on the Social Concerns Committee.

Change:

Many

March 8
Us Want It
John Lyons

of As

Long As We Dondt

M any of us would like to see our lives improve in some way. We may also be resistant to making the personal changes

that might result in these improvements. We rely on values and beliefs to guide decision-making. Our values and be-
liefs can be deeply rooted in a system that controls behavior and tenuously resists change. Changes in behavior are there-
fore dependant on understanding the nature of values and beliefs so that we can consider whether or not they are serving us

well.

John

L ywmdlergrdduate degree is in Electrical Engineering from the Polytechnic Institute of New York University. This

led to a thirty year career with the NASA designing scientific spacecraft and experiments. In mid career, John became inter-
ested in psychology and began a period of evening class study that spanned a decade and that culminated in a PhD in Devel-
opmental Psychology. His primary interest is in cognitive psychology and that is the foundation of today’s presentation.

(Continued on page 4)

Have

t

0
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(Continued from page 3)

March 15
The Many Meanings of a Cat Rescue
Sue Nauman
ccording to Séren Kierkegaard, “Life is a freefall into subjective inwardness. The freefall is full of risk...It is a leap of faith.
We must embrace uncertainty with all our passion.” What might existentialists such as Kierkegaard and Martin Buber, have
to say about a real life cat rescue?

The Reverend Sue Nauman is a former Presbyterian minister who has seen the light and is now a retired Unitarian Universalist
minister from Prescott, AZ. She is pleased to be invited back to the UU Fellowship of Durango where she has preached on sev-
eral occasions.

March 22
Keep on Loving - Vanessa Self
This service honors children around the world and the child in each of us. During the service there will be celebrated a brief
Child Dedication ceremony. Our Director of Religious Education, Vanessa Self, brings her commitment and experience to this
service in honor of children within and without the Fellowship.

March 29
Universalism in The Philippines
William Hendrickson
his is the story of the Universalist Church of the Philippines, affiliated with the UUA. William Hendrickson had wanted to visit
these Islands which he had seen in both WWII and during the Korean Conflict. The UUPCC - UU Participating Church Coun-
cil maintains contact with the UU churches in India, Transylvania and the Philippines and schedules visitations such as this. Visits
to a congregation in Manila and several on the Island of Negros are included in this presentation.

A long time member of this Fellowship, now attending the Cortez group, William Hendrickson has presented his engaging
travel reports from Russia, Iran, Venezuela, and Easter Island. He is a retired official of the National Park Service.

Services are held at 10:00 a.m. at:
419 San Juan Drive

(corner of San Juan and Columbine,
southwest of Needham Elementary)

Childcare and Religious Education
classes available for all ages.
he Fellowship welcomed Paul
Mal i s z e virtekd frdra Buf-
falo, New York, Sufi Minister John
Lloyd in February. Rev. Lloyd con-
ducted a traditional Sufi Universal Ser-
vice.

Presidentds Notes (Qpntinued from

bring a dish and wine. If you would
like to join the fun, please give Aline
Schwob a call (382-9626).
Denominational Affairs
If you are interested in joining any of

. . ur Fellowship can have two official delegates, but any Unitarian Universalist
the activities discussed here, please

is welcome to attend. Registration opens online March 2. Go to

call the people indicated or speak to www.uua.org/events/generalassembly for more information. Besides the busi-
me or any member of the board of trus- ness sessions (plenaries) there will be more than 300 workshops, lectures and
tees. From my own experience, joining worship opportunities during the five-day period. Check the listing of pro-

a small group is the way to learn about grams sponsored by the General Assembly Planning Commission and you
the fellowship and get to know people. will note the first one listed is by a member of our congregation! Better

Try it, you will like it. check it out!

Ron Watch for more information on General Assembly in Bowman Hall in March.
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Separation of Church an@oard Meet-

State ing, 5:00 p.m.

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Change

(Daylight Savings Time
Begins) UU Readers

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Many Meanings of a Cat Newsletter Hospitality
Rescue Deadline Committee
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Keep on Loving

29 30 31
The Philippines
WOW meeting

Schedule of Events

March 2: Board of Directors
meeting

March 8: UU Readers, 12:00
noon bring your lunch

March 18: Newsletter Dead-
line (I really mean it!)

March 19: Hospitality Com-
mittee, 10:00 a.m.

March 21: Circle Suppefs
contact Aline Schwolfi 382
9626

March 29:WOW meeting
following servicesi contact
Crystal Carrolfi 2474775

¢ Bulle

Save the Date!

Board ¢

May 2, 2009
Durango UU Fellowship Presents The First Annual

Frolic 2009

(Fabulous, Rousing, Outrageous, Lively, Ineluctable Cele-
bration)

Live and silent auction for services, items, outings, par-
ties, and more! Donation ideas: Dinners, cabins/condos,
parties, lessons, scrapbooking, babysitting, poker nights,
massage, art, handmade items, food, cleaning, gardening,
computer help, outings. Use your imagination! Kids can

donate too.

Volunteers needed for: Donations, food, accounting,
setup/cleanup, Entertainment/auctioneer/mc, publicity

Sign up on the board at Bowman Hall
Date: Saturday, May 2
Time: 6:00 PM

For more info: John or Aline Schwob, 3829626, aschwob@msn.com

JUUST Journey

The Unitarian Universalist Service
committee is sponsoring a learning
tour to Guatemala this spring (May 21
-June 1), for members of the Albu-
querque and Durango congregations.
Check out the UUSC website at
www.uusc.org under “What We Do”
and “Learn by Doing.”

The Rev. Christine Robinson and her
son Kevin Baker are going, along
with five others from First Unitarian in
Albuquerque. They’d love the com-
pany of some Durango members! For
more information please contact

Christine at crobinson@uuabd.org.

Parting Words

Losers make promises they
often break; winners make
commitments they always
keep.

Dennis Waitley
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