
 

Our Mission 
Statement 

 

 Provide a home for 

individual spiritual 
search and religious 
development. 

 

 Serve our community 

by putting our beliefs 
into action. 

 

 Provide religious edu-

cation for all inter-
ested members and 
others. 

A fter the holiday season, 

lengthened this year by 

the inauguration of President 

Barack Obama, fellowship ac-

tivities are returning to their 

normal pace.  Over the next 

few months a number of things 

will be happening that you should know 

about. 

But first, congratulations to John Schwob 

for winning the Mashaw’s Magic Moment 

award for 2008 from the Big Brothers/Big 

Sisters of Southwest Colorado for his work 

as a Study Buddy and a Big Brother.  You 

may have seen the recent article in the 

Durango Herald that told the story of John 

and Aline’s work as a Big Couple for a lo-

cal boy.  In addition, as most of you know, 

John has worked tirelessly to improve the 

quality of our facilities, so hats off to John. 

Another member of the fellowship, 

Susanna Jones, has been involved in 

Habitat for Humanity and many people in 

the fellowship have regularly volunteered 

to work at the Manna Soup Kitchen.  John, 

Susanna and the soup kitchen volunteers 

are excellent examples of the kind of com-

mitment to community called for by Presi-

dent Obama.  I hope you will heed his call. 

The Grounds Committee, chaired by Don 

Gordon, is reviewing the comments mem-

bers and friends made about the land-

scape plan.  If there are any significant 

changes to the plan as posted in Bowman 

Hall, we will let you know.  The plan will 

be implemented in phases over the next 

several years and to save money, we will 

do much of the work ourselves.  Some 

parts of the job will require heavy equip-

ment, which will be contracted out. 

The Sunday Services Committee, chaired 

by Judy Hayes, is reviewing the Sunday 

service to see if any changes need to be 

made and our Director of Religious Educa-

tion, Vanessa Self, and the Religious Edu-

cation Committee are sponsoring a work-

shop at the end of February to explore 

ways to create a more meaningful worship 

for our children and people of all ages.  

Two years ago, the Sunday Services Com-

mittee conducted a survey to determine 

what members and friends wanted in the 

Sunday service, and in the next couple of 

months they will be doing another survey, 

which I hope you will complete and return 

to the fellowship. 

The Nominating Committee is beginning 

its work to present a slate of candidates for 

the Board of Trustees and the Nominating 

Committee at the May 17th congregationa 
Cont’d on page 3  
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We Believe in… 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large 

 The goal of a world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
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On the Web at: 

http://www.durangouu.org 
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Cyber Chapel 
òThere is a common 

humanity that transcends all 

differences in dogma.ó 
George Stoddard 

 

http://www.durangouu.org/


Who we hope will attend:  

* Worship Committee Members * Board Members *  

*Interested Parties in the Congregation *  

*R.E. Committee Members * R.E. teachers *  

  

  

Presenter: Keeley Sorokti, a life-long UU, former Director of Religious Education and current consultant for the 

Central Midwest District of the Unitarian Universalist Association.   

  

Goals:  

 To examine exactly why children need worship, how the worship needs of children and youth differ from 

those of adults; and to decide on its goals in order to create more effective worship, maintain continuity, 

clarify values, and provide a pool of potential volunteers to help carry out the worship on a regular basis.  

 This includes determining the details of how, when, and where children’s/youth worship will take place.   

 This will also be a time to share memories, discuss why we worship, think about what we hope the children 

in our Fellowships will remember about their worship experiences, discuss ways to achieve the creation of 

these memories, and set goals for our Fellowship. 

  

Saturday February 28th 9-12:30 

Cost: UUFD Members: FREE 

Non-members: $20 (payable upon arrival) 
Light snacks and beverages will be provided.  

Notes from the D.R.E.                                                          Vanessa Self: 970-884-9090 

UPCOMING RE EVENTS  
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Feb ! Please remind your students that next week is the Mystery Buddy ―Gift  and Clue Exchange‖ – they should plan to 

bring a special treat and a written clue about themselves to deposit in their Mystery Buddy’s  goodie bag. This is 

also the day for adults to sign up for the Mystery Buddy program.   

Feb 8  Mystery Buddy Gift and Clue Exchange Day- All participants should try to deposit their gift and clue for their Mys-

tery Buddy BEFORE the service.  They can pick up their Goodie Bag AFTER class/service (11:30). 

Feb 12  Mystery Buddy Brunch – Following regular services and classes the Mystery Buddy REVEAL and Brunch will occur 

in Bowman Hall.  Students will get to meet their Mystery Buddy and sit by them in Bowman Hall to eat brunch. 

Mar 22 Child Dedication Ceremony ð If you and your children are new to the fellowship or have a ―new addition‖ in your 

family, this Ceremony is for you! Please contact Vanessa Self if you would like to participate in a Naming or Child 

Dedication ceremony.  All ages are welcome in the sanctuary for the duration of the service. There will be NO 

CLASSES K-5th (Preschool and Nursery will be combined with childcare provided.) 

May 10  Multigenerational Flower Communion- All Ages are welcome in the sanctuary for the duration of this multigenera-

tional service. There will be NO CLASSES K-5th (Preschool and Nursery will be combined with childcare provided.) 

May 31  Last Day of Regular R.E. classes-  òSummer Sundaysó program begins. If you would be interested in leading 

Summer Sundays on a regular basis – this is a paid position - $40/Sunday- please let Vanessa know.   

RE Contact Information:  Vanessa Self: vanessaswenk@hotmail.com or 970-884-9090 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST NOTES  

See Page 4 for the Youth Calendar  

mailto:vanessaswenk@hotmail.com


T hanks to the January 

Coffee Crew:  Lori 

Benefiel, Bernardine De-

Clerk Cox, Marcia Hall, 

Sharon Gordon, Judy Hook, Paula 

Huntley, Teresa Jordan, Tiger Lende, 

John Lyons, Dorothy Newell, Mary 

Ocken, Sara, Ransom, Kathy Red-

ford,  Karen Roberts, John Schiffel, 

Aline Schwob, and the UU Readers.  We 

couldn't have done it without all your 

efforts.  Thanks, also, to everyone who 

brought food items to share during the 

coffee social time. The response to calls 

for food and help has been wonderful! 

 

Teresa Jordan will complete her quarter 

as ―Coffee Captain‖ at the end of Febru-

ary. Special thanks to her and to coordi-

nator Anne Smith and all the volunteers 

who worked on the receptions following 

our Recital Series. 

 

In honor of Mars, March will be Menõs 

Month  – no females allowed in the 

kitchen!John Lyons, Graham Smith, 

John Schwob, Paul Maliszweski, and 

Bruce Polich have ―volunteered‖ so far 

– a few more good men are needed! 

 

We’ll have a youthful approach in April, 

Childrenõs Hospitality Month. 

Obviously, May should be women’s 

month—any suggestions??  

 

We also need a ―Coffee Cap-

tain‖ for the Summer Quarter (June, July 

& August).  The duties are to sign up vol-

unteers for each Sunday and replenish 

supplies as needed ( costs are covered 

by UUFD).  Don’t let lack of experience 

hold you back!  To volunteer, sign up at 

the entry table in Bowman Hall or call 

either Teresa Jordan or Kathy Redford. 

If every Member and Friend volunteered 

one Sunday a year, no one would need to 

make coffee more than once in two years 

– and you get to know some really fun 

people!! 

 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to 

our Chinese New Year Celebration on 

Sunday, January 25.  The RE students did 

a great job making a joyful noise to usher 

in the New Year, and everyone enjoyed 

the authentic Chinese foods prepared by 

several fellowship members. 

 

A special Valentine Brunch is planned for 

Sunday, February 15.  Bring brunch 

foods (quiche, pancakes, bacon, sau-

sage, fruit salad, orange juice, etc. ) to 

share during the coffee social time fol-

lowing worship services.  Also, Valentine 

Mystery Buddies will be revealed at the 

brunch.     Kathy and Teresa  

HOSPITALITY NEWS 
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February 1 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights: How Universal? 

 

One would expect the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to be universal.  But it isn’t.  We will explore the UDHR and an-

other declaration to see how they differ.  The discussion can focus on what the differences between the two declarations mean 

for human rights. 

Ron Garst has been a Unitarian Universalist since 1972.  In his previous church he served in a variety of capacities, including 

chair of the Board of Trustees.  He and Marilyn have been members of UUFD for three years and he is currently the president 

of the Board of Trustees. 

 

February 8 

The Problem With Forgiveness 

 

We’re all taught to forgive transgression.  What happens when the transgression seems beyond forgiveness? What have indi-

vidual, groups, and countries done with the problem of forgiveness?  Inspired by a comment made during a previous UU dis-

cussion, Reynolds will look at the issue from different points of view. 

Judith Reynolds, an active member of the Fellowship, is well known as political cartoonist, historian, and lecturer.  She cur-

rently presides over the Life Long Learning Series at Fort Lewis College and the new Spoken Word Series at the Durango Li-

brary. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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meeting.  The members, Tricia 

Bayless, Vanessa Self and John 

Schwob, will be interviewing members 

of the board and talking with members 

of the fellowship.  If you are interested 

in joining the board or any committee, 

please talk with one of them. 

The Stewardship Committee, led by 

Ken Carpenter, is starting its work in 

preparation for the annual pledge 

drive.  Please remember that just as we 

are lay led, we are self financed.  In 

fact, for every member of the congre-

gation we have to send more than $75 

to the UUA and the Mountain Desert 

District.  As the pledge drive unfolds I 

hope that you will give generously.  Of 

course, we are aware of the current 

economic situation, so when the Fi-

nance Committee develops the FY2009

-10 budget, I am sure they will be pru-

dent. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate 

Katherine Burgess, one of the masters 

of ceremony for the Snowdown Fol-

lies—I hope you can get a ticket.  By 

our numbers, we are a small part of the 

Durango community, but our commit-

ted people have a big impact.    Ron  

(President’s Notes, Continued from page 1) 

February Services 
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February 15 

Happiness 

 

The problem with the question ―What makes a happy life?‖ is that there are several kinds of happiness, we want them all, and 

they are not mutually compatible.  Furthermore, evolution has a stake in keeping us anxious.  So we’re not going to hear about 

the ten guaranteed steps to a happy life, but might learn something that will help us understand the happiness we have. 

Christine Robinson is the Senior Minister of First Unitarian, a multi-site congregation meeting in Albuquerque, Socorro, and 

Edgewood, New Mexico.  She enjoys her yearly visits with her family to Durango. 

 

February 22 

Sufi Universal Worship Service: Where Is the Kingdom? 

 

Sufism is a broad term that takes in a wide range of perspectives from the religiously orthodox to the universalist.  The Sufi Order 

International is on the universalist end of things, defined as a spiritual path rather than a religion.  Its public service, called Uni-

versal Worship, is designed to glorify the divine in all forms known and unknown to the world, rather than to uphold any particu-

lar theology or philosophy. 

Throughout time the greatest search has been that of man looking for God. He has looked everywhere: up above, down below, in 

the trees, in images and in the sun.  All the time God has been gently saying:  "Yes, yes, I am here, and here, and here too!  Keep 

looking.  For the search itself is what brings you closer to me." 

Rev. John Loyd of Buffalo, New York, is an ordained Sufi minister and member of the Sufi Order International, an esoteric school 

which provides a setting in which real spiritual experience is possible. 

February Services (Continued from page 3) 

Services are held at 10:00 a.m. at:    

419 San Juan Drive  

(corner of San Juan and Columbine, 

southwest of Needham Elementary) 

Childcare and Religious Education 

classes available for all ages.  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST NOTES  

YOUTH CALENDAR 

February 1st Youth will have the opportunity to sign up 

for the for the Mystery Buddy Program. We 

will also continue viewing the Pursuit of Hap-

piness and discussing the idea of 

February 8th Today is the Mystery Buddy Gift and Clue 

Exchange. We will also be doing an activity 

creating our own ―tool bags‖ full of things to 

help get us through difficult times.  

February 

15th 

Durango Joe’s Coffee and Game Day!  We 

will go to Durango Joe’s and enjoy fun and 

fellowship! Today is also the Mystery Buddy 

Brunch! All will get to meet with their Mys-

tery Buddies and enjoy brunch after class.  

February 

22nd 

This will be our final day talking about resil-

ience. We will have the opportunity to write 

our ―Promise to our Future Self‖ and play 

the game ―What Would YOU Do?‖   

T he UUs have agreed to help at the Manna Soup 

Kitchen on 10 different dates this year. Please e-mail 

Terri at Rehermant@sanjuancollege.edu if you would like 

to help. 

In early December, the congregation took a poll asking 

members which of the following positions on war they 

most agreed with.  The results are as follows: 

*Pacifism ....................................... 5 

*Strategic Peacebuilding ............... 16 

*Prophetic Nonviolence ................  9 

*Just War ....................................... 3 

 

If you would like a further definition of these positions 

please e-mail Terri Reherman.  She will send these results 

to the National UU Social Justice Committee to record our 

congregation’s votes.  

The next Congregational Study/Action Issue (CSAI) for 

2008-2012 is ―Ethical Eating,‖ described as follows:  

―Religious organizations throughout the world have dis-

cussed the production, distribution, and use of 

food.  Some people enjoy many food choices while others 

remain hungry.  The food industry produces wealth, but 

small farmers and farm workers are often poor.  Food pro-

duction and transportation contribute to many environ-

mental problems.‖ 

The CSAI is an invitation for congregations to take a topic 

of concern and confront it, reflect on it, learn about it, re-

spond to it, comment on it, take action on etc.  If you are 

interested in taking part in this study/action group on 

Ethical Eating, please e-mail Terri Reherman. 

Social Justice Committee News 

mailto:Rehermant@sanjuancollege.edu


Parting Words  

It is not how much we do, 

but how much love we put 

in doing.  

 Mother Teresa  

Schedule of Events 
 

 Sunday, 8 Feb:  UU Readers, Karen 

Armstrongõs The Great Transfor-

mation; bring a sack lunch 

 Sunday, 8 Feb:  Mystery Buddy gift 

and clue exchange day 

 Sunday, 15 Feb:  Mystery 

Buddy/Valentine Brunch 

 Wednesday, 18 Feb:  Newsletter 

Deadline 

 Sunday, 22 Feb:  WOW meeting, 

bring your lunch 
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FEBRUARY 2009  
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
The Problem with Forgive-

ness 

UU Readers 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 

Happiness 

Mystery Buddy Brunch 

 

16 17 18 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

19 20 21 

22 
Sufi Universal Worship 
Service:  Where is the 

Kingdom?  

WOW Meeting  

23 24 25 26 27 28 

UU READERS  
February/March Selection 

C ome join us in discussion of Karen 

Armstrong's The Great Transforma-

tion: The Beginning of Our Reli-

gious Traditions.  We will cover the first 

five chapters on February 8 (noon, Bow-

man Hall, sack lunch), and the remaining 

on March 8.  The paperback is available 

through Maria's Bookshop with a reading 

group discount. Please see Brooks Tay-

lor with any questions. 

 

Fair Trade Coffee 

W e are pleased that we cover the 

cost of the coffee served in Bow-

man Hall each Sunday with sales of 

EQUAL EXCHANGE fairly traded items.  

We are thankful that our  Fellowship is 

willing to support prices that guarantee a 

fair price for the labor of least 25+ small 

farmer co-ops in Latin America, Africa, 

Asia, and North America.  

 

 

Over 50% of the fairly traded products 

offered by EE are certified organic. EE 

supports small-scale farmer practices 

which improve pest control, help to 

avoid soil erosion, increase bio-

diversity, and provide other food 

sources to the community. 

Perhaps, in our small way we are con-

tributing to protecting the world’s envi-

ronment, and connecting ourselves in a 

vital way to small farmer co-operatives 

who produce food in a sustainable way.

  Janice Taylor 

 

New Group 

Margaret Pacheco would like to form a 

discussion group called Mending Hearts 

which will focus on learning the many 

facets and manifestations of grief after 

the death of a loved one.  The meeting 

time and place will be decided by group 

members.  Contact Margaret at 588-2262 

or email at  mp4ideas@yahoo.com 

O n Friday, January 16, in the 3rd 

of our 2008-9 Recital Series, our 

own Marilyn Garst and FLC Music 

Professor  Lisa Campi thrilled an 

almost-packed Sanctuary with four-

hand piano duets by Mozart, Schu-

bert, Ravel and Samuel Barber.  Many 

thanks to those of you who attended 

and who helped with the reception 

afterwards.   

Don’t miss the last recital in the series 

Louis Steele, Guitar, on Friday, May 

1st.   

Lisa Campi and Marilyn Garst  

mailto:mp4ideas@yahoo.com

