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Our Mission: 
 

¶ Provide a home for individual 

spiritual search and religious 

development. 

¶ Serve our community by put-

ting our beliefs into action. 

¶ Provide religious education for 

all interested members and 

others. 

We Believe iné 

¶ The inherent worth and dignity 

of every person 

¶ Justice, equity, and compas-

sion in human relations 

¶ Acceptance of one another and 

encouragement of spiritual 

growth in our congregations 

¶ A free and responsible search 

for truth and meaning 

 

¶ The right of conscience and 

the use of the democratic proc-

ess within our congregations 

and in society at large 

¶ The goal of a world commu-

nity with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all 

¶ Respect for the interdependent 

web of all existence of which 

we are a part. 

Thanks for Your Comments 

By the time of this publication the deadline for re-

sponse to our recent priority survey will be near; 

those who havenôt replied are urged to do so 

promptly.  Hard copy may be placed in the basket in 

the rear of the sanctuary or you may email your in-

put to Terri Reherman. 

While the survey was a way to gather feedback on 

the Four Corners cluster shared ministry proposal, 

questions were broadened to place part-time minis-

try in the context of other important issues to our 

Fellowship. We have kept our cluster partners aware 

of our local educational process, but do not yet have 

a sense of their reactions to the proposition. 

Nonetheless, there has been much discussion here in 

Durango on this and other critical matters.  I person-

ally appreciate the well-considered commentaries 

received from a number of our members and 

friends.  Many of you have given quality thought to 

this and it has proven and will prove very helpful.  

Several of the priorities covered in the survey will 

become important centers of concern for us, likely 

appearing in our revised Long Range Plan in the 

spring.  We have also begun to clarify our notions 

of the role of a part-time minister, whatever the tim-

ing of that involvement might be. 

Your Board of Trustees hopes to review survey re-

sults at its December 7th meeting, in order to re-

spond to the Mountain Desert District office by mid

- December.  We will publicize that response and a 

summary of the survey as they become available. 

   Brooks  

Emailing Fellowship Members 

If you need to get an email message out to our 

church members and friends about church busi-

ness, please write it as you want it in an email or an 

attachment.  Then send it to our president, Brooks 

Taylor (durangofolk@frontier.net) and Vice Presi-

dent Jenny Bruell (jhbruell@msn.com).  Brooks (or 

Jenny if Brooks is away) can then notify one of sev-

eral possible members to send the information to 

our church directory list.  Please note that if the in-

formation needs a reply, you will probably be di-

rected to reply to someone other than the sender. 

A Though for Today 

Prejudice delivers instant opinions without  bother-

ing with all those facts.  Anonymous  

    December 1, 2009 

mailto:durangofolk@frontier.net
mailto:jhbruell@msn.com
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December Services 

December 6 

The Dance of Freedom and Responsibilityð

Andrew Millard  

 

"A free and responsible search for truth and mean-

ing" is the most Unitarian of our seven Unitarian 

Universalist principles.  We have a long history of 

those who have pursuedðand even given up their 

lives forðfree thought, free religion, the free 

church.  By contrast, responsibility seems a less ex-

citing idea, even though, in the dance of the good 

life to which we all aspire, freedom and responsibil-

ity are inseparable partners. 

 

Andrew Clive Millard is an M.Div. student at the 

Iliff School of Theology in Denver and the interim 

Youth Ministries Coordinator for the Mountain De-

sert District.  Last year he was ministerial intern at 

First Unitarian, Albuquerque, and he was recently 

approved by the UUA's Ministerial Fellowship 

Committee to seek a congregation to serve as parish 

minister.  Andrew lives in Aurora CO with his wife 

Allison, three cats and six rabbits. 

 

December 13 

Winter Wonder Hour ï Vanessa Self and the RE 

Classes 

 

Winter Wonder Hour is our annual, multigenera-

tional holiday service. This year's theme is 

"Sharing" based on the feeling that it is so much 

more manageable to get through "lean" times when 

you don't have to do it alone.  This theme will be 

explored in story, song, and deed.  The service is 

interactive and welcomes the participation of 

all.  This service will truly show the heart of the 

congregation and is not to be missed!  A Tree Deco-

rating Party featuring holiday goodies and hot cider 

will follow the service in the sanctuary 

 

December 20 

Winter Solstice: Opening into a Time of Re-

treatðPam Kircher 

As the days become shorter and the weather colder, 

nature encourages a time of reflection and retreat.  

Retreat comes in many guises.  This presentation 

offers experiences of retreat and invites you to look 

at how times of retreat have influenced your lives 

and how you might make more room for reflection. 

Pam Kircher is a retired family and hospice doctor 

who regularly retreats in the winter in order to pre-

pare for her activities in the spring and summer.  

Her retreats have given rise to her international in-

volvement in the Tai Chi for Health programs, inte-

gration of complementary therapies into conven-

tional medical settings, and understanding of Near-

Death Experiences as life-changing events. 

Thursday, December 24, 5:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve ServiceðIntergenerational 

Our Christmas Eve sunset service will explore the 

holiday from both secular and sacred points of view 

while offering the Fellowship a chance to share in 

the traditional trappings of the season.  It will in-

clude a dramatic reading of Dylan Thomasô A 

Childôs Christmas in Wales, a humanist interpreta-

tion of the message of Christôs birth, solo musical 

performances, and many traditional hymns.  The 

service will end with a congregational candle-

lighting. 

We Welcome Our Newest Members 

Please welcome our newest members, Josh and 

Maria Doucette, who signed our membership book 

on November 15!  They have attended our services 

for three years and come to feel that they belong 

with us.  Josh has presented a couple of Sunday ser-

vices and Maria  was our speaker in mid-November.  

We plan to share more information about them next 

month. 

Meanwhile, if you have been attending our services 

for a while and find you like our approach to relig-

ion, please do not hesitate to inquire about member-

ship.  Weôll try to answer your questions and ex-

plain what is or is not expected of members.  We 

donôt want to put any pressure on you, but we do 

want you to make an informed decision.  You may 

speak with membership committee members Lois 

Carpenter, Melissa Lopez or Kathy Redford or with 

our congregationôs president, Brooks Taylor or any 

member of the board.  Lois may be reached at 884-

9722 or Lcarpen557@aol.com.     Lois  

  

mailto:Lcarpen557@aol.com
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Notes from the DRE,                                           

Vanessa Self: 970-884-9090 

 

Consider Teaching Religious Education as 

a Path to Great Spiritual Growth! 

An important  note from  Janice Taylor 

and Margaret Pacheco 

We want to honor and personally thank Vanessa S, 

Paul M, Tara F, Tom H, Ceci M, Penney S, Terri R. 

in this past trimester & Rachel T, Sharon G, Marty 

R, Melissa L, Cheri K, and others for their commit-

ment as RE teachers and substitute teachers to youth 

and children. The young are growing into humane 

human beings because of your dedication.  Besides 

learning wisdom from many religions, peacemak-

ers and other women and men of esteem they are 

forming lasting friendships. And with the support of 

their families they will stand together in caring and 

kindness toward one another and others as they face 

life's storms. 

We have found our lives enriched by teaching and 

leading in Religious Education. Serving on the R.E. 

committee is another way to learn and contribute to 

the families in our Fellowship. If you would like to 

look at materials and curriculum for different age 

levels Vanessa can give you lots of exciting UU re-

sources and web-sites.   

Vanessa Self DRE has initiated flexibility in sched-

uling teaching dates.  It has worked well in the past 

to have a pair of teachers to share a 3 month pe-

riod.  This makes it easier to cover the 3 months and 

still be able to keep your own schedule of activi-

ties.  If there is someone that you would enjoy work-

ing/teaching/sharing/laughing/singing with, please 

talk with them and see if teaching our young ones 

about UU values is a 2010 commitment you could/

should/would make. 

R.E. Teachers Needed 

The First Trimester has ended.  We need volunteers 

to serve in our Religious Education classrooms. Each 

term teachers generally spend between 4 and 10 Sun-

days in the classroom.  Training and support are pro-

vided and if youôve never tried teaching, I encourage 

you to do so. Anyoneï any age (18+) - any genderð 

who has attended our fellowship for at least one year 

is welcome!  Please contact Vanessa if you are will-

ing to give it a try! 

Special Announcements:  

Enrollment  for the 2009-2010 Religious Education 

program is underway! Send in your paperwork to-

day! If you have not received a registration for, 

please let Vanessa know: uufd_re@live.com or 970-

884-9090.  

Youth:  

 December  ï There will be NO Durango Joeôs Day 

this month. Please plan to join us for fun on Decem-

ber 13th at Winter Wonder Hour and the Cookie Ex-

change. We also hope to see you on December 24th 

for the Christmas Eve Service. Happy Holidays!   

Youth group meets every Sunday morning and is for 

students in the 6th-12th grade. For more info please 

contact Vanessa ï uufd_re@live.com  

 

Up-Coming Events:  

December 

6th- Ornament Making ï All ages during regular 

R.E. classes  

13th- 10:00 a.m.- Winter Wonder Hour ï Multi-

generational Service** 

Cookie Exchange and Tree Decorating Party will 

follow   

24th Christmas Eve ï Multigenerational Service** 

 

January 

17th- Durango Joeôs Coffee Sunday for YOUTH 

Group 

20th- 5:30, Bowman Hall ï R.E. Committee Meeting 

~ All R.E. Teachers, please plan to attend! 

24th- 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. : Chapel4U Theme: 

The Right of Conscience and the use of the democ-

ratic process within our congregations and in society 

at large. 

MYSTERY BUDDDY KICK OFF ï Jan. 24th, 2010 

~ Adults, Youth, and Children who wish to partici-

pate should plan to sign up today!  

 

mailto:uufd_re@live.com
mailto:uufd_re@live.com


Support Fair Trade  

Buy some of your Seasonal gifts 
from us.  

Choose from Equal Exchange prod-
ucts and fill a basket for a friend or 
loved one. Find us in Bowman Hall 
during coffee time on Sundays.  

The Unitarian Universalist Coffee Project, which we 

support with our purchases, is a partnership between 

the UU Service Committee and Equal Exchange. 

This fair trade organization helps small-scale farmers 

in Latin America, Africa, Asia and the US by 

offering a fair price for their products, 

giving them access to affordable credit, and 

providing a long-term trading partner they 

 can trust. 

With your support, these communities invest in edu-

cation, health care, and agricultural improvement. 

100% of Equal Exchangeôs coffee, tea and chocolate 

products are fairly traded. 

For each pound of coffee, tea, or chocolate pur-

chased by UU congregations through the project, 

Equal Exchange makes a contribution to UUSC pro-

grams that support the human rights and social jus-

tice work of community-based cooperatives in coffee

-growing regions. 

The UUSC and Equal Exchange also are partnering 

with small farmer co-ops in the US to build a vision 

for a more just economic system as part of the move-

ment for Domestic Fair Trade.  Cranberries, al-

monds, and pecans are the US products. 

    Janice  

Exchange Holiday Cookies in December 

Bring a plate or tin of cookies to Bowman Hall on 

Sunday, December 13, then take home an assortment 

of cookies that others contributed to the exchange. 

Of course, some of the cookies will be consumed 

during the Coffee Social Time as part of the ex-

change. It will be a fun, and delicious, way to fete 

the Holidays. 

Your help is needed for our Coffee Social Time fol-

lowing Sunday services. With over one-hundred 

members in the Fellowship, each member would 

need to commit to help only once a year if everyone 

took his or her turn to either set-up or clean-up.  

Both are easy jobs since instructions are posted 

above the counter in the kitchen and others are avail-

able to assist when questions arise. Everyone who 

enjoys the Coffee Social Time will appreciate your 

efforts. So sign-up on the white board located to the 

left of the coffee service counter. to help on one of 

the Sundays in December. 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the Coffee So-

cial Time during November: Tom Hafnor, J.J. 

Jennings, Teresa Jordan, Margie Padgett, Kathy Red-

ford, and Judith Reynolds.  Thanks, also, to everyone 

who contributed to our pre-Thanksgiving Pie Social. 

Teresa Jordan and Kathy Redford  

Hospitality Committee Co - Chairs  

January Newsletter Deadline 

Ron and Marilyn Garst will be out-of-town for the 

holidays and will return to Durango on December 

30.  So, the deadline for materials will be December 

29.  Send your articles to rdgarst@durango.net.  
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UUFDers in Ecuador at the equator include Don 

and Judy Hayes, John and Aline Schwob, Susan 

Koonce and John Lyons, and Marilyn Garst.  Ron 

is behind the camera.  
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Fellowship Announcements 

The second performance in the 2009-2010 Recital 

Series will feature Marilyn Garst in a solo recital on 

Friday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m.  The recital contin-

ues a celebration of Joseph Haydenôs music in the 

200th anniversary year of his death (1809).  Marilyn 

will perform two harpsichord sonatas from the 

1760s followed by two piano sonatas from 1789 and 

1794.  Admission $15 adults,  $7 children/students, 

payable at the door with cash or check.  

Support Fair Trade.  Buy some of your seasonal 

gifts from the UUSC/Equal Exchange coffee pro-

ject.  Choose from Equal Exchange products to fill a 

basket for a friend or loved one. Find us in Bowman 

Hall after the Sunday Service.  We will have baskets 

and products available until Dec. 20th.  

Priority survey. If you have not yet completed the 

survey of Fellowship priorities (including the need 

for a part-time minister and the Four Corners cluster 

proposal), please provide your input soon. The 

Board of Trustees will review the survey results on 

December 7. 

Food & toy drive for the Durango Homeless 

Shelter.  The RE kids have put boxes in Bowman 

Hall where you may donate canned/boxed food, toi-

letry items, and new or very gently used toys. 

UU Service Committee film on Gulf Coast recov-

ery after Hurricane Katrina on Monday, December 7 

at 7pm. Charlie Clements and Kenneth Dolbashian 

of the UUSC will be available for discussion after 

the 30-minute film. 

UU Readers: for December 14 the selection is Infi-

del, Ayaan Hirsi Ali.  Trace the remarkable trajec-

tory of this Somali woman from East Africa to 

Europe. Join us at noon in Bowman Hall over sack 

lunch for discussion. See Brooks Taylor for details. 

  

 

A Day at the Pumpkin Patch 


